
   

AUGUST 2021 

Sedona United Methodist Church  

SUM GOOD NEWS 

 

 

Greetings to our SUMC Family & Friends, 
 
 
 

Over the years, I have preached about the various followers of Jesus, those Jesus called to make a 
greater impact on the world and those around them. Men and women who have made such a huge    
impact on increasing God’s kingdom here on earth. And I began to wonder and look at the possibilities. 
 
Who does God call into ministry, and how does God choose? Why does God call seemingly unprepared, 
unqualified, unexpecting individuals? Is the ministry a unique calling only for those “spiritually gifted”—
You know, people whose job it is to lead a church? Or is ministry a calling for all of us? Does God call 
everyone into ministry? How do we hear God’s calling, and what should our response be? What does 
God expect of us? What if we don’t answer the call? 
 
Many members and friends in the past have mentioned how much they enjoyed learning more about 
the apostles and the other closest followers of Jesus, and how so many could relate to one biblical      
figure or another. Preach a series on those Jesus called, and those who made a significant impact on 
the making disciples of Jesus Christ in our world. I think it flows well with these past few months as we 
have focused closely on the life of Jesus and His ministry, so it is fitting over the months leading us      
toward Advent to focus on those who walked with Christ, those who made the most significant          
impacts. 
 
We will look at questions like, did the lifestyle of the disciples and other followers of “The Way” meet 
and match the claims that Jesus made about himself? It is easy to make claims about yourself. But how 
are those claims reflected in the people around you who are with you 24/7? Do the lifestyle and the 
changes you see in the disciples’ and followers’ lives signify a significant change and was this change 
permanent? Do their stories encourage you in your story? 
 
So, as we look at the lives of these individuals, we will be answering a number of those questions and I 
am sure many others will come forth that are unexpected. We will look at these individuals in detail, 
who they were, what they did, what affect Jesus had on them, and what their lives say to us. What are 
the possibilities, encouragements, and messages for us today?  
 

(Message continued on page 2) 
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Office Hours:   

Tuesday – Thursday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

Friday, 9 a.m. to Noon 

928-282-1780; Fax: 928-282-6377 

Email: sedonaumc.az@gmail.com 

Prayer Requests:  sumcprayers@gmail.com 

Website: www.sedonaumc.org 
 

Published monthly by Sedona United           

Methodist Church, keeping members and 

friends informed of the missions and        

ministries of the church and reporting news 

about the congregation.  

 
 

Worship Service: 

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 

Communion: first Sunday of the month. 

Celebrations: last Sunday of the month. 

Children’s Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 
Our Church Staff: 
All Members of the Church 
Ministers 
 

Rev. Fred Mast 
Senior Pastor 
 

Rev. Arland Averill 
Pastor/Retired 
 

Wayne Light 
Lay Leader 
 

Jan Van Kooten, Echo Reinhard 
Choir Directors 
 

Bob Martin 
Bell Director 
 

Mary Luttrell 
Organist 
 

Echo Reinhard 
Pianist 
 

Jenny Mast 
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper 
 

Dr. Rick Brothers; Pat DiMillo 
Wellness Ministry  
 

Janie McDaniel                                                    
Caring Lay Ministry  
 

Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata 
Desert Southwest Annual Conference 
 

Rev. Javier Olivares 
District Superintendent 

 
In Loving Memory: 
Rev. David Ellsworth, 1922 – 2011 
Founding Pastor 
 

Rev. Phyllis Averill, 1937-2015 
Rev. Tom Bush, 1933-2017 
Retired Pastors 
 

Drewer Johns, 1919 - 2012 
Maude Johns , 1923-2017 
Retired Missionaries 
 

The timing is good as well, because I truly believe with the 
state of our world today, it is critically important for us to      
reflect upon and renew our own commitment to God and our 
callings. Many recently have asked me, “Pastor, do you think 
we are living in end times?” In all honesty I can give my       
opinion, but I can’t truly give a definitive answer except that 
Jesus said in Mark 13:32-33: “But about that day or hour no 
one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know 
when that time will come.” 
 
I think as I learned so many years ago as a youth in scouting, 
the best plan is—"Be Prepared”. And equally as important, 
maybe even more importantly, help prepare others who may 
not otherwise know or claim a relationship with Jesus Christ, 
Lord of Lords, King of all Kings. I believe so much of what is 
written in the scriptures leads us in this direction. 
 
 I look forward to sharing and learning and growing with you! 
 

Grace & Peace, 
Pastor Fred 

http://www.sedonaumc.org
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     Volunteers Needed for the Back Pack Program 

Once again we will be involved in packing the weekend food bags for the at-risk students at the    

Sedona Elementary School.  We will be looking for two people per week starting the end of August 

through the month of September.  Watch for the sign up board in the Narthex!    

 Hours are Thursdays from 8:30-10a.m. at the Sedona Food Bank.   It’s as easy as 1-2-3! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We still are collecting items for SAGAP (list on 1st floor by elevator) and Hope House (container by 

2nd floor stairwell) as well as the Sedona Food Bank with non-perishable items in the grocery cart 

by the 2nd floor stairwell. 

 Thank you for your generosity in helping your neighbors!   

 

CHANGES TO BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION COLLECTION 

 

For several years Sedona UMC has collected Box Tops for McCurdy Ministries where each top was a 

10 cent donation to help fund the school.  Recently, changes have been made to how these box 

tops are recorded.   Instead of clipping the icon on each item, you can bring your receipt into the 

church and we can scan it using the latest state of the art technology.  It is necessary for you to 

bring in your receipts within 14 days of your purchase. 

Some of the Brands included in this program include Fiber One, General Mills, Nature Valley,     

Paper Mate, Pillsbury, Totinos, Yoplait, and Select Lysol. 

A complete list of items is on the bulletin board in the narthex.  Thank you to Ray Strom who has 

organized this for so long and for the new information. 

NEWS FROM MISSIONS  

1.  The Food 

Bank Staff sets 

all items out 

like assembly 

line.  It takes 

two volun-

teers about an 

hour to fill 65 

bags! 

2. The 

staff helps 

load your 

car with 

the bags. 

3.  You pull 

up to the 

school and 

they help 

you unload 

it! 
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Mike and Christine Schroeder 

Mike is retired from the Satellite TV Programing.  He 

loves flying, electronics, politics and travel.  Christine 

is an artist and also loves music and travel. 

Echo Reinhard 

Echo was hired by SUMC as the co-choir         

director and accompanist.  She has always 

been involved in church music ministry, plays 

in our bell choir, and also loves hiking. 

Carol Welsh 

Carol and her husband George moved to Sedona in 

2019 from Long Beach, CA.  She is semi-retired from 

the educational field and very active in musical       

ministry being a member of our choir and bell choir.   

Dan and Lisa Celeste 

Dan & Lisa recently moved to Sedona from Georgia.  

Dan is retired from the Finance/Accounting field 

and loves to hike, travel, read and play golf.  Lisa 

also has a background in accounting and             

loves crocheting. 
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June & Ron Hart 

June is a Fine Art Wildlife Artist.  She also loves 

classical music and reading.  Ron is a retired       

accountant and loves to read, doing metal work, 

and framing Junes art work! 

Bob Porter 

Bob has lived in Sedona for 23 years and was/is 

active in the home building business.  He is also  

a published author.   

Dwight & Andrea Kadar 

Dwight is retired from Ford Motor Co with a back-

ground in Financial Analysis.  He likes fast cars & 

trucks and travel.  Both He and Andrea are activists 

and have a love of spreading the Word of God 

through missions.  Andrea is instrumental in the Two  

Fer Tuesday Program, Coalition Against Human 

Trafficking and more. 

Jim Ratliff 

Jim has lived in the area for over 30 years and 

owns James Ratliff Fine Art Gallery in Sedona.  

He loves art, music, and traveling.   
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Worship for August              
at 9:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
                      
 

 

                   Prayers 

Please pray for these churches: 
 

Mission Bell UMC, Glendale 
Mountain View UMC, Cottonwood 

New Church Start, Yuma                                       
New Song UMC, Surprise 

Website:  www.sedonaumc.org 
Check out:  Sunday Sermons online; Online 
Prayer Requests; A Photo Gallery 
 

Like us on Facebook!   
        

CURRENT WORSHIP 

PROTOCAL! 
 

WORSHIP RESERVATIONS ARE NO 

LONGER NECESSARY.   
 

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL ALTHOUGH 

IT IS RECOMMENDED AND               

ENCOURAGED FOR                      

NON-VACCINATED PERSONS. 
 

THERE WILL BE A SECTION IN THE 

SANCTUARY ON FRONT RIGHT    

SET ASIDE FOR MASKING AND     

SOCIAL DISTANCING. 
 

SERVICES WILL CONTINUE TO BE 

LIVE STREAMED AND CAN BE      

ACCESSED AT ANY TIME THROUGH 

OUR WEBSITE 

WWW.SEDONAUMC.ORG 

Usher Schedule for August 

August 1 

Ushers:     Jack Ross, Rick Brothers,  
  Michael Jacobs   
 

August 8 

Ushers:      Terry Sidwell, Denny Decker,
   Kathy Decker 
  

 August 15 

Ushers:       Jack Ross, Rick Brothers,  
  Michael Jacobs   
 

August 22 

Ushers:       Terry Sidwell, Denny Decker,
   Kathy Decker  
 

August 29 

Ushers:       Jack Ross, Rick Brothers,  
  Michael Jacobs   

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE AN USHER ON   

SUNDAY MORNINGS?  PLEASE SEE TERRY 

SIDWELL IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS 

IMPORTANT MISSION.  WE NEED YOU! 

http://www.sedonaumc.org
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  2     Suzie Dunn 
  3     Ben Sutter 
  4    Mario Trammel 
  8    Carol Shannon 
10    Jim Latham 
11    Echo Reinhard 
12    Darlene Balgemann 
14    Leeanne Knaus 
16    Susan Carder 
16    Denny Decker 
16    Laura Trout 
16   Andrea Kadar 
  

August Celebrations 

2      Mike & Christine Schroeder 
6      Dale & Doris Compton 
9      Dena & Philip Bickhardt 
10    Gene & Barb Chandler 
20    Jack & Camilla Ross 
26    Patricia & Ernie DiMillo 
30    Jim & Carol Keller 
31    Joe & Kathy Huff 

 

Sedona UMC’s  

40th Anniversary +1 Celebration 
 

FRIDAY, OCT 15             SOCIAL HOUR 

 

SATURDAY, OCT 16           DINNER 

 

SUNDAY, OCT 17             SPECIAL WORSHIP  

 

Watch for more details to come! 
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      Family Movie Night  

 

  WILL RETURN IN  

       SEPTEMBER 

Last year we were graciously gifted a 

Chrysler Van.  We were overjoyed and 

used it several Sundays to pick up     

people from Sedona Winds.  What we 

found was it was a little difficult for 

some people to get into.  Our trustees 

were able to sell the Van and purchase 

this used 2016 Ford Bus with a wheel-

chair lift!  We are so excited to be able 

to provide transportation for some of 

our members who can’t drive!   
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                      SATURDAY,                                                  
         August  7th 
 

at Sedona UMC                            

Fellowship Hall 

Featuring    

    Jack Ross,                                                    
Experiences of  a Delta Pilot 

 Bring a Can of Food  for the                 

Sedona Food Bank 

 

 

2021 Fellowship Teams 

We have brought back a modified                   

after-service fellowship.  Two to three 

members from the assigned teams are 

needed to serve store bought items. 
 

AUGUST — Welcome Team & Ushers                             

SEPTEMBER —  Christian Education &           

   Library Team                                                              

OCTOBER — Nominating Committee & SPRC                                                        

NOVEMBER — Trustees    

DECEMBER— Congregational Care & Health  

   Team and Lay Members 

GRIEF SUPPORT  

GROUP 

 

Grief Group Support meetings, sponsored 
by Accord Hospice and our CLM Team, 
continue to grow in number of attendees 
and depth of sharing and learning from 
each other.  Steve Elowson, Accord       
Hospice chaplain, drives down from    
Flagstaff every 2 weeks to facilitate our 
meetings.  We use H. Norman Wright’s 
book “Experiencing Grief”.     
 

All are invited, and we encourage you to 
invite anyone in the community that can 
benefit from this important support 
group. 
 

August’s meeting dates  are 

8/3, 8/17 and 8/31                                                  

in the 3rd floor music room. 

In August we remember two of our beloved 

members who passed away in July: 

Lee Conrad 

Services to be held at SUMC Friday,                     

August 6th at 2 p.m.                                                          

Live Streaming will be available 

 

Ellen Brooks 

Services to be held at SUMC Saturday,               

August 14th at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Both of these ladies were so active at Sedona 

UMC and the community.  They will be deeply 

missed.  Well done good and faithful servant! 
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    Jan Shuman  928-203-0586       
      rtshuman@hotmail.com  
Christian Education Coordinator
   

 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN                      
KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL IS IN PERSON     
It is currently being held in the 3rd Floor Music 
Room.  Nursery Care is not available at this time. 
  
 
 
   

SATELLITE BIBLE STUDY 
Every Tuesday at 2: 00 p.m. 
Everyone is welcome at The Gathering Place in 
West Sedona for a weekly bible study led by 
Evonne & Nino Gonzalez.  Currently they are     
studying the Book of Isaiah. 
 
 
 

  
  
 MEN’S BIBLE STUDY   
 Every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.   
 All men are invited. This group is now study-
 ing Galatians. Currently they are meeting in 
 the office Conference Room. 
 
  
 WOMEN OF HOPE BIBLE STUDY 
 Every Thursday at 9:45 a.m.                                          
 A new name but same great group—we 
 welcome all women to the 3rd floor Music 
 Room. They are currently studying Ezekiel. 
            This group will begin a new study, “Women  
 of the Bible Speak by Shannon Bream in    
 September. 
 

SUMC’s Women of Hope Bible Study Group will start a 

new 10 week study on September 23rd—November 18th 

called “The Women of Bible Speak”.   
 

The Women of the Bible Speak outlines the lessons we can take 

from the valor of Esther, the hope of Hannah, the audacity of 

Rahab, and the faith of Mary. In broadening each woman’s      

individual story, Shannon offers us a deeper understanding of 

each, and wisdom and insights that can transform our own lives 

today.   Shannon Bream opens up the lives of sixteen of these 

Biblical women, arranging them into pairs and contrasting their 

journeys. In pairing their stories, Shannon helps us reflect not 

only on the meaning of each individual’s life, but on how they 

relate to each other and to us.  

 

Sign up now in the Church office and                                     

purchase your book for $16! 

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcYEKbvZTgfQApCCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIyNGt0czEyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAMxMDJkMDc0YjNlMDkzMGJhYmQxYzI3NTQ4NmM3NGI0YgRncG9zAzkEaXQDYmluZw--?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fyhs%2Fsearch%3F_adv_pro
mailto:rtshuman@hotmail.com
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Lay Servant Ministries 

 

Upcoming Zoom Classes are available for Lay Servant 

Ministries.  Classes are $15.00 and registration is           

required at https://dscumc.org/lay-servent-ministries-

training sessions/ or contact the church office.  Books 

may also be a pre-requisite so please check if you are  

interested: 

“The Basic Course:  Introduction to Lay Ministry” 

Daytime Session                  

Wednesday-Friday August 25, 26, 27, 8:30 a.m. to noon   

Evening/Saturday Session                                                 

Thurs & Friday  August 26 & 27, 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.      

Saturday Morning  August 28, 8:30 a.m. to Noon 

 

 

 

We will be looking for someone who could transport 

people from Sedona Winds to the church on Sunday 

Mornings in the church vehicle and then return them 

after services.  Some lifting of equipment may be       

required.  If you are interested in this wonderful         

mission, please contact the church 

office at 928-282-1780.  The  Trustees 

and our SPRC will be interviewing soon! 

ESOL RETURNING TO 

IN-PERSON CLASSES   

AT SUMC 
 

Our ESOL (English Speakers of 

Other Languages) program has 

been closed for in-person       

instruction since March 2020 

but we are happy to announce 

they will resume with in-person       

classes starting Sept. 14th! 
 

Free Adult English     

Tutoring 

Tutoring Classes will be held 

weekly on Tuesdays from         

6 pm to 8 pm. 
 

Childcare Available for 

Attendees  (Kids 4-12 yrs old) 
 

If you know someone who is 

interested, please have them 

call the church office and we 

can get them in touch with 

Suzie Dunn, our Student Coor-

dinator.  We are always looking 

for Tutors too!   

 

 

 

Our plan is to begin Chancel Choir 

Practice on Thursday, Sept 9 at 6:30 

p.m.  We will also have a Saturday 

Workshop on Sept 11th at 9:00 a.m.  

Watch for more details.  We hope to 

see you there! 



 12 

COMMITTEE CORNER 

 

 

 

Trustees:   The trustees were able to sell the 2020 Chrysler Van gifted to us and          

purchase a used 2016 Ford E450 bus to transport people unable to drive to church.  (See 

page 8)   Thanks to Jack Ross and Pastor Fred who drove all the way to Las Vegas to pick it 

up.  We are currently looking for a part-time driver.  A deposit was made on the new floor   

       ing for the parsonage but no install date has been set yet.   

 

The Missions Committee:   This team will hand out to-go dinners on August 9th for the 

Sedona Community Dinner.  Our church is responsible for the School Weekend Food Bags 

for those students with food insecurity in late August -September.  Watch for those dates to 

sign up to help. We also continue collecting items for the Sedona Food Bank, Hope House, 

and SAGAP.  (See the collection boxes for items needed)    

 

The Worship Committee:    This team continues to meet to try and make your    

worship experience better whether it is in-person or on line.   We are also looking for  

more ushers !  If you are interested, please see Terry Sidwell.  Our children are back as 

acolyte once a month! We plan to start the Chancel Choir in September! 
   

 

 

With our activities starting again in person, remember to invite, pick up, and 

bring someone to our events.  We have our bible studies meeting , our Men’s 

Breakfast on the first Saturday of the month, and not to mention our normal Sunday 

Morning Services at 9:30 

 

CARING LAY MINISTRY TEAM:   Our CLM Team continues to reach out to help     

members of our church and members of our community with prayers, visits, cards, 

meals, and phone calls.  We continue to take a number of residents of Sedona Winds to 

church each Sunday.   Our team also participates in the Grief Group supported by our 

CLM Team (See page 9)    

The SET team:   Believe it or not, this team is busy planning the Holiday Boutique 

which will be November 13th!  Once again it will be held outside in our front parking 

lot.  Let us know if you want to be a vendor! 
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                    HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO SERVE?                                                                                                                                

SUMC is always looking for help on one of their teams.   Prayerfully  consider serving  on one of our 

ministry teams:  Stewardship Team, Trustees,  Welcome Team, Christian Education, Congregational 

Care / Wellness /Prayer Ministries, Missions and Outreach, Special Events/Fellowship,  Worship 

Team, Communications, Helping Hands, Reaching New People,  Finance,  Endowment,  Columbarium, 

and Library Team.    YOU MAY BE JUST WHAT WE’VE BEEN PRAYING FOR!   

Please contact Pastor Fred if you are interested in serving 

 

COMMITTEE CORNER 

 

Christian Ed Committee:   Our Children’s Sunday School is in-person and currently 

meeting in the 3rd floor music room.   Our women’s bible study is growing thanks to such a 

great effort by Joan Rhodes . We also have a group at The Gathering in West Sedona that 

meets on Tuesday’s at 2 p.m. led by Nino & Evonne Gonzalez - currently they are studying 

the book of Isaiah.  And our Men’s group is still 

looking for a permanent facilitator on Wednesday  

mornings.    

We are also looking for people who may want to hold an 

in-home bible study in the near future based on the T.V. 

Series “The Chosen”.  We would like to hold one in the 

VOC, Sedona, and Cottonwood/Camp Verde area.  If you 

are interested, please contact Pastor Fred or Jan          

Shuman.  Our  Sunday School Kids are participating in being 

acolytes—In July Reid Schneider did a great job!  Thanks   

also to Reid’s partner Denny Decker. 

 
 

Sedona Area Gap Asist Program.    MONETARY AND ITEM 

DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED.     ITEMS DONATED TO SAGAP ARE 

DISPERSED THROUGH THE SEDONA FOOD BANK.  This program is 

to help those currently on assistance with those items not covered by 

state programs (hygiene products, cleaning products, diapers, over 

counter medicines, paper products.).  For  inquiries please use the 

email: sagap.blessings@gmail.com or see DeNise Bowers.   VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A        

COMPLETE LIST OF ITEMS NEEDED.  THEY CAN BE DROPPED OFF AT THE CHURCH. 
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LETS CONNECT! 

The purpose of this section of the 

Newsletter is to post an activity of        

interest that others may be interested in 

too and allows a way to “connect” with 

one another.  You can briefly describe 

the activity and give your contact        

information (phone and email).  Infor-

mation should be given to the church 

office by phone or email prior to the 

20th of each month for inclusion in the 

next issue.   

 

THIS MONTH’S POSTING INCLUDES: 

Contact: 

Joyce Kohan 

(301) 616-1057 

joycekohan@yahoo.com 

 

Ted Kohan 

(301) 616-0413 

kohan@ohio.edu 

 

Activity:   

Card Games—”Euchre”, “Hand and 

Foot”, “Golf”, “2500” 

Book Clubs—Variety of Books (Joyce) 

Racquetball—Amateur (Ted) 

Fishing Trips (Ted) 

COMING IN SEPTEMBER! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Life Banquet 
Sedona & Verde Valley Annual   

Fundraising Banquet  

September 26, 2021 6:00 p.m. 

Red Rock High School                        

Auxiliary Gym                                      

(995 Upper Red Rock Loop Rd.) 

If you’d like to learn more about this 

important mission for the youth of 

our area, please join us for this 

year’s banquet to hear how you can 

help create “a place at the table” for 

ALL adolescents across Sedona & 

Verde Valley where they can learn 

about Jesus! 

Please see Pastor Fred or                         

Denny Decker 
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MEET OUR NEW DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 

“Be Strong and courageous:  do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with 

you wherever you go.”  Joshua 1:9 

 
This verse stuck with me as I was growing up in the church. Moving from a farm life to the city as a 
teenager was overwhelming and frightening for me. However, my grandmother would recite this 
verse in a form of a prayer. Somehow, she knew this verse would play a key role during my early 
years as a Methodist. 
 
As I write these first lines as your new District Superintendent, I’m reminded of these words from 
Joshua not in the original context of patriarchy and conquest, but in the context of facing adversity, 
fear, and being overwhelmed by the unknown but understanding not to fear, to be strong, and have 
courage because…God is with us wherever we go. Sometimes courage is the only element we have 
to face a crisis with the few resources we have.  Courage has been one of the tenets of our vision as 
a conference: a courageous church, loving like Jesus…. 
 
I’m so thrilled and honored to be your West District Superintendent and there is an enormous joy    
invading every inch of my body. It is a joy because God has called each one of you to be part of the 
Body of Christ to extend God’s kin-dom. What does this kin-dom look like? One of reconciliation,    
equity, and justice. And so, it’s a joy to be in partnership with you, working together. Whether you are 
a pastor or a lay person we all have been given the task to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world and to know that…God is with us wherever we go. 
 
Just so you know a little bit about my journey, I was born in Texas and moved to Mexico when I was 
ten years old. I have lived in both countries throughout my life. I went into seminary in Monterrey, 
Mexico where I met my spouse Alma. After ministering for a few years in Mexico with the Northwest 
Conference, we moved to Phoenix, Arizona and I was appointed to Epworth UMC as a missionary 
starting an Hispanic Ministry. Alma and I later went to Drew Theological School and obtained our 
M.Div. My last appointment was to Grace UMC in Mesa, Arizona. Alma is an associate pastor at 
Shepherd of the Hills UMC in Sun City West. We have two children. Natalia is a music teacher at an 
elementary school and Esteban is studying Business Administration at ASU. My father is deceased 
and my mother lives in El Paso, Texas. I have one brother who resides (with his wife) also in El 
Paso. 
 
I look forward to getting to know you and to be able to work with you as congregations and pastors. 
To grow in our faith, in our awareness, as disciples of Jesus and know that …God is with us wherev-
er we go. 
 
I would like to thank my predecessor Rev. Nancy Cushman for the mentorship these last months as 
we moved into transition. Her wisdom and experience were very helpful as I was learning. I know the 
task is not easy, it is difficult, yet I cling to courage, that courage which God gives in time when  
needed. I know that the same God who was with that kid growing up in a farm is the same One here 
with me, with us because…God is with us wherever we go. 

Be Blessed, 

 

 Reprinted from the West District Newsletter                                                  

 by Rev. Javier Olivares, West District Superintendent 
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SUM Good News 
Sedona United Methodist Church 
110 Indian Cliffs Road   
Sedona, AZ 86336 
 

Phone:  928-282-1780  

Fax:  928-282-6377 

Email:  sedonaumc.az@gmail.com   

Website:  www.sedonaumc.org 

 

Sedona United Methodist Church 

 

Mission Statement 

   Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all  people,              

Worshiping God joyfully, Caring for each person, Discovering Christ’s             

transforming love, and Serving  God’s world. 

Vision Statement 

To share the happiness that is Christianity for all people. 

 

 

sedonaumc.org 928-282-1780 sedonaumc.az@gmail.com 

Get Connected and Stay Connected 

You asked for it! — Electronic Giving 

By popular demand SUMC now offers you the ability to make your  

tithe and offering donations using your debit or credit card on our 

website—www.sedonaumc.org 

http://www.sedonaumc.org

