Sedona United Methodist Church

SUM GOOD NEWS

August 2020
Greetings to our SUMC Family & Friends,
How Big Is God?
“The battle is the Lord’s and He will place the victory into our hands.”
(1 Samuel 17:47)
How you handle life depends on how big you believe God is. If God’s too small, you’ll live in
constant unrest thinking everything depends on you to fix. If your God’s too small your
outlook will be dictated by your surroundings—or even worse, your critics.
Without the acceptance of a loving God you’ll be a slave to people’s opinions. You will always seek recognition because you don’t understand that . . . ‘your Father who sees what is
done in secret will reward you.’ (Matthew 6:4)
When we see our God as too small our prayers fall on deaf ears because they lack faith. We
go through the motions of serving God without joy and passion being our driving force.
And in facing the challenges that will surely come, we suffer because we see and have no
hope for the future.
All of this causes us to retreat in the isolation of fear losing our visions, our drive, our perseverance. When Goliath threatened the Israelites, “. . . they were dismayed and greatly
afraid.” (1 Samuel 17:11) They didn’t think God was big enough to see them through to victory in this battle.
But not David! “Let no one’s heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this
Philistine… The Lord who saved me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear, and the
Lord will save me again.” (1 Samuel 17:32, 37)
(Message continued on page 2)

Office Hours:
Tuesday – Thursday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Friday, 9 a.m. to Noon
928-282-1780; Fax: 928-282-6377
Email: sedonaumc.az@gmail.com
Website: www.sedonaumc.org
Published monthly by Sedona United
Methodist Church, keeping members and
friends informed of the missions and
ministries of the church and reporting news
about the congregation.
Worship Service:
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Communion: first Sunday of the month.
Celebrations: last Sunday of the month.
Children’s Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Our Church Staff:
All Members of the Church
Ministers
Rev. Fred Mast
Senior Pastor
Rev. Arland Averill
Pastor/Retired
Wayne Light
Lay Leader
Jan Van Kooten, Laurie Rathbun
Choir Directors
Bob Martin
Bell Director
Mary Luttrell
Organist
Laurie Rathbun
Pianist

You can face anything when you know what David
knew—‘the battle is the Lord’s.’ And God has never lost
one yet! What great news—You don’t have to depend
on your own abilities & resources and that’s truly
reassuring.
David may have been small in stature, and felt even
smaller in ability, but he knew God was big enough to
ensure the victory. Do you realize that? More
importantly—Do you believe this?
His eye is upon us, His arm wrapped around us, His
ear open to our calling, His grace always sufficient,
and His promises never ending. The key is knowing
and trusting that God is big enough for anything this
world can throw your way!
I want to close this month with one of my favorite
passages from the prophet Jeremiah (29:11)—“I alone
know the plans I have for you, plans to bring about the
future you hope for.”
May this be our fervent prayer in the days and weeks
and months ahead!
Grace & Peace,

Pastor Fred

Jenny Mast
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Dr. Rick Brothers; Pat DiMillo
Wellness Ministry
Janie McDaniel
Caring Lay Ministry
Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata
Desert Southwest Annual Conference
Rev. Nancy Cushman
District Superintendent
In Loving Memory:
Rev. David Ellsworth, 1922 – 2011
Founding Pastor
Rev. Phyllis Averill, 1937-2015
Rev. Tom Bush, 1933-2017
Retired Pastors
Drewer Johns, 1919 - 2012
Maude Johns , 1923-2017
Retired Missionaries
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Thank you SUMC for your participation in helping with the
donations for our neighbors of the Hopi Nation on July
14th. The call went out and you answered abundantly.
We had drop offs at the church and at Café Jose in West
Sedona. Pastor Fred took your donations over and combined them with the Sedona Community. What a blessing
you all are! We again thank Andrea and Dwight Kadar
who continue to coordinate these events to help our
neighbors.
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“Thank you so much to you who
donated to the Hopi Nation and
to Vets Serving Vets. We were
able, with your help, to fill two
truck loads of donations and
supplies, three SUV's with water
and supplies, and we collected
$475 dollars in cash! You guys
are GREAT; just look at what our
God can do through you!”
- Andrea Kadar
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SAVE THE DATE FOR UPCOMING COLLECTION
"Two-Fer Tuesday" is being expanded to "Philanthropy Friday"!
Join us on Friday, August 21, between the hours of 9 AM to 5 PM
as we host donation buckets in front of the church to once again benefit our neighbors.

More details will be coming soon with items needed and benefactors.
We want to thank Andrea and Dwight Kadar and friends for all of their organizations. Since the
end of March, during this pandemic, you have helped support the local businesses, Steps to
Recovery in Cottonwood, Verde Valley Sanctuary, Yavapai Family Advocacy Center, your
Sedona Police Officers, Abide House in Camp Verde, Naomi House on the Navajo Reservation,
and the Hopi Nation.
Continue to "BE the miracle"!

MISSION UPDATE ON HOPE HOUSE
By Joyce Kohan, SUMC Missions Team
Hope House is transitional housing for homeless families in the Sedona area. The work to make
such a program possible has been ongoing for almost two years. A HUD grant was received 18
months ago. However funds could not be released until appropriate land was identified and
passed environmental review. This has now happened.
The $336,000 in grant funds has been received by the city and allows for complete purchase of
the land and funding toward purchase of a manufactured home. Hope House chair John Lathrop
will be signing a quick claim deed with the city this week. In addition, the RFP detailing what is
required in the manufactured home to be put on the site has been sent out for bids. Bid deadline
is August 12.
The city has agreed to waive the impact fees (almost $19,000) for the land. Fundraising will
continue as Hope House moves toward its projected opening in 2021. In addition, the Hope
House Board is well on its way to having a completed set of policies and procedures for the
program. Approximately three families will be accommodated in the first phase with more added
as funding and space allow.
Thank you to Joyce who serves as our representative at the meetings for Hope House.
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NEWS FROM MISSIONS
SAGAP COLLECTIONS
Thanks again to all of you that participated in the Non-Profit Monday at Clark’s in the VOC on
June 22nd. We are happy to announce that SUMC’s SAGAP program earned $1815.83 in
receipts! These will be used to purchase those products in need
to be distributed at the Sedona Food Bank.
DURING THE MONTH OF AUGUST, Basha’s in West Sedona will be collecting items for SAGAP
(Sedona Area Gap Assist Program) which is a 501-c3 administered by SUMC. Items that are
needed are baby and adult diapers, soap, shampoo, toothpaste, deodorant, laundry and dish
soap, fabric softener, toilet paper, paper towels, and feminine hygiene products. Once
collected, the items will be given to the Sedona Food Bank for distribution. Your donations
will be appreciated; just look for the blue barrel in the store or drop them off at the church.
And don’t forget to use your Bashas Community Card (SEE PAGE 12)

SEDONA COMMUNITY DINNER SERVED BY SUMC
SUMC packed and distributed 47 meals on Monday, July 20 at St Andrews Episcopal Church in
West Sedona. Gerardo’s Italian Restaurant supplied the ingredients for meatball
subs. Thanks to the Roths and the Bovees for their selfless service! The Sedona Community
Supper continues to happen every Monday at 5:00 p.m. at St Andrews located at 100 Arroyo
Pinon Dr. All are welcome to drive through the parking lot and pick up to-go meals free of
charge. SUMC’s next opportunity to serve is on October 5th.
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Assisting in Worship for
August at 9:30 a.m.
PLEASE VIEW OUR
WORSHIP SERVICES ONLINE.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Prayers

WWW.SEDONAUMC.ORG

Please pray for these churches:

TO ACCESS THE SERVICE AND
FOR REOPENING UPDATES.

Mountain View UMC, Cottonwood
New Church Start, Yuma
New Song UMC, Surprise
Nuevo Pacto, Phoenix

If you are unable to view the
services on the internet, we do
have the ability to make a DVD
of the worship service you can
play at home. Please contact
the church office.

2020 Fellowship Teams

TITHES AND OFFERINGS CAN
ALSO BE MADE THROUGH
THE WEBSITE OR YOU CAN
MAIL YOUR DONATIONS TO
THE CHURCH.
Like us on Facebook!

JUNE — Missions
JULY — Choir
AUGUST — Welcome Team
SEPTEMBER — Christian
Education & Library Team
OCTOBER — Nominating
Committee
NOVEMBER — Trustees
DECEMBER— Lay Members

Website: www.sedonaumc.org
Check out: Sunday Sermons online; Online
Prayer Requests; A Photo Gallery
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August Celebrations

2
3
4
8
10
12
14
16
16
16
18

Suzie Dunn
Ben Sutter
Mario Trammel
Carol Shannon
Jim Latham
Darlene Balgemann
Leeanne Knaus
Susan Carder
Denny Decker
Lora Trout
Glen Snowberger

6
9
10
20
26
30
31

Dale & Doris Compton
Dene & Phillip Bickhardt
Barb & Gene Chandler
Jack & Camilla Ross
Pat & Ernie DiMillo
Jim & Carol Keller
Joe & Kathy Huff

A NEW DATE FOR OUR ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATION had to be done due to
scheduling conflicts. It will be a weekend
of celebration in acknowledgement of
our church’s Ruby anniversary October

23-25th, 2020. A special team of
motivated volunteers is working hard to
plan a most special and memorable
occasion so please mark your calendars
now so that you will be able to participate in this joyful celebration. Details will
be forth coming!

C

SUM
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SUSPENDED

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN at 9:45a.m.
Offered Sunday mornings.

CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
UNTIL WE ANNA’s
Every
at 9:45 a.m.
AREThursday
B
A
C
K
IN THE BUI
This women’s group meets in the
LDINconference
room. They are
G

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in the
conference room.
All men are invited. This group now studying
the Book of Romans

(MEETING VIA ZOOM!)

currently studying the book of
Lamentations

Jan Shuman 928-203-0586
rtshuman@hotmail.com
Christian Education Coordinator

NEW STUDY STARTS THIS MONTH!
A new book study will be starting August 11—September 15th using Lee Strobel’s “The
Case for Christ”. This will be held on Zoom again (unless things change and we can get
together in person) on Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. facilitated by Ken Knaus. However,
there will be an in-person class held at The Gathering in West Sedona on Tuesdays at
2:00 p.m. with Jan Shuman. Masks and social distancing will be required. Study guides
will also be available for purchase.

“The Case for Christ Official Movie Study Kit will help your groups
discover the real evidence of Jesus' death and resurrection. Both
believers and seekers will be touched by the true story of an awardwinning investigative journalist - and avowed atheist (Lee Strobel) who applies his well-honed journalistic and legal skills to disprove
the newfound Christian faith of his wife with unexpected, lifealtering results. “

Caring Lay Ministry Team
Our Caring Lay Ministry team continues to assist Pastor Fred in contacting and praying for
our most vulnerable members. If you know someone who needs assistance or prayer,
please let us know by calling or emailing the church office. If we haven’t reached you,
please give one of us or the church a call, we’d love to hear from you!
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NEED AN UPPER ROOM OR
A MASK?
We have a supply of the July-August
Upper Rooms available at the church.
There is a supply outside the front
door of the church available Tues—
Thurs 9am—4pm or if you call the
office we can mail you a copy. If you’d
like a digital copy, please contact the
office. We also still
have some cloth
masks available at
the door sewn by
Kathy Roth & Joyce
Kohan.
DO YOU HAVE ANY EXTRA
CANNING JARS?
Looking for 1/2 pint and pint canning
jars and rings. Please leave at church or I
will pick up
Thank you, Suzie Dunn

SUMC now has a “Joy Hotline” where you
can submit your joys to our church office.
Go to the website at www.sedonaumc.org
and click on the icon shown above. Then
complete the spaces to submit your joy!
You may also email them to
sedonaumc.az@gmail.com.
Thanks to Cheryl Henriksen who came up
with this idea after hearing Pastor Fred’s
sermon. Genius!

Family Movie Night
Suspended until we
can meet again.

Suspended until we can
meet again!
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COMMITTEE CORNER

Trustees: Our Trustees remain busy renovating/updating our Fellowship Hall. The
bathrooms are being retiled, painted and updated (you won’t recognize it!) They take
turns doing different stages of renovation. See their progress on Page 12.

The Missions Committee: Thank you to all those who participated in collections in
July. We passed out to-go dinners at the Sedona Community Dinner on 7/20 and our next
scheduled date to supply dinner is on October 5th. We continue to support community
needs in our area including Young Life and Rainbow Acres plus an additional Collection on
Aug 21st to help our neighbors. (See page 4)

The Worship Committee: We continue to thank Mike Schroeder, Jeff Dunn
and Ken Knaus for their direction and expertise with our on-line worship. Their
continued support is priceless in reaching out to our congregation. Our Music Team
is working hard to provide a variety of music performances for our on-line worship.

We want to thank all of you for reaching out to your neighbors and friends during
the time of social distancing. The “church” is so much more than the building and
you have shined! Thanks to Cheryl Henriksen who keeps our Website and Facebook up to date with our services, bible studies and announcements. (What
would we do without her!)
Don’t forget to Like Us on Facebook! We have 225 followers now! Also rate
us on Google!

Not on Facebook? No worries, you can still get all of the latest information about
SUMC’s events, weekend opportunities, and Pastor Fred’s weekly articles by
subscribing to the website’s blog by email. Just go to www.sedonaumc.org, scroll
to the bottom of the page and enter your email address and click subscribe. It’s
easy!
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COMMITTEE CORNER

The SET team: With events cancelled, we are still working behind the scenes to
plan activities once we get the go ahead.

Christian Ed Committee: Jan Shuman and Bernadette Bovee’ began having ZOOM
Sunday School in July and the kids seem to enjoy being able to see each other. We so appreciate their efforts in keeping our children engaged! A new 6 week adult study starts on
August 11. (See page 8)

Sedona Area Gap Asist Program. MONETARY AND ITEM
DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED. ITEMS DONATED TO SAGAP WILL
BE DISPERSED THROUGH THE SEDONA FOOD BANK. This program is
to help those currently on assistance with those items not covered by
state programs (hygiene products, cleaning products, diapers, over
counter medicines, paper products.). For inquiries or if you’d like to
be apart of this team, please use the new email: sagap.blessings@gmail.com or see DeNise
Bowers. WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR BUSINESS TO PLACE OUR CONTAINERS AT. IF
YOU FIND YOU HAVE AN ABUNDANCE OF CLEANING/PAPER PRODUCTS AFTER THE COVID 19
CRISIS—CONSIDER DONATING THEM TO SAGAP AT THE CHURCH!

CARING LAY MINISTRY TEAM: The support group for Grief and Life’s Changes with
Accord Hospice was suspended until we can get the all clear to start back up. With Sedona
Haven on lockdown as well as Sedona Winds Assisted Living, we are unable to do our
Worship Service until they reopen. The Alzheimer’s Support Group is also on hold until
meetings can be held again. However, our CLM team continues to reach out by phone to
those in need!

HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO SERVE?
SUMC is always looking for help on one of their teams. Prayerfully consider serving on one of our
ministry teams: Stewardship Team, Trustees, Welcome Team, Christian Education, Congregational
Care / Wellness /Prayer Ministries, Missions and Outreach, Special Events/Fellowship, Worship
Team, Communications, Helping Hands, Reaching New People, Finance, Endowment, Columbarium,
and Library Team. YOU MAY BE JUST WHAT WE’VE BEEN PRAYING FOR!

Please contact Pastor Fred if you are interested in serving
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DO YOU SHOP AT BASHAS?
WE HAVE BASHAS COMMUNITY CARDS AVAILABLE!

We have new reloadable cards in the office with a value of $10.
These cards are easy to use when you buy your groceries AND it helps out the church at the same
time. Just load the card at the register with a monetary amount before you check out, use it to
pay for your groceries, and the church gets 6% of your purchases automatically!

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU’D LIKE TO PURCHASE A CARD
WITH $10 ALREADY ON IT!

AND DON’T FORGET TO KEEP COLLECTING YOUR BOX TOPS AND TYSON PRODUCT LABELS
FOR MCCURDY MINISTRIES. ONCE WE CAN GET BACK IN THE BUILDING YOU CAN BRING
THEM AND DROP THEM IN THE BOX IN THE NARTHEX!

Renovations on the Fellowship Hall bathrooms continue.
Thank you to Jack Ross, Bob Williamson, Pastor Fred, Christian
Peterson, and Joe Miltenberger who worked so hard this past
month with Bruce Bramblett’s direction.
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Teaching ESOL During the Pandemic
(English for Speakers of Other Languages)
We hope you are well, finding opportunity in adversity, and experiencing moments of gratitude and
joy during these challenging times. We miss you, our students, and the fellowship of our ESOL
program. Unfortunately, we won't be meeting at the Sedona United Methodist Church until
COVID-19 no longer threatens our community.
In the meantime, we’re brainstorming creative ways to continue teaching our students. Some tutors
have been teaching by using various media. Katrina has almost daily lessons with her student by
telephone. She says their hour-long conversations fly by. Joanne and her student are doing lessons
by phone. Roni and her students do their lessons by email. Ruth and Carole teach students via
Zoom. ProLiteracy also provides excellent ideas for teaching given our “new reality. Carolyn
Peterson, our volunteer librarian, keeps abreast of what’s being offered through ProLiteracy.
We appreciate and honor your contributions to our ESOL mission to help our students develop their
English skills so they can achieve the following:
* Earn a living
* Gain access to better jobs
* Use health facilities and community protection services
* Have confidence transacting daily needs like shopping and banking
* Participate fully in their children’s education and welfare
* Understand our community’s customs, values and expectations
* Enroll in education programs and higher education
Blessings to all,
Carole Harlow, Ruth Sease, Roni Kraft

We want to thank all the tutors and ESOL Board members who continue to strive to make our
community and it’s citizens better. We miss you and hope to see you back soon!
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WHEN WILL THE CHURCH REOPEN?

UPDATES FROM OUR BISHOP ON JULY 29, 2020
It appears that wearing a mask is making a difference in the statistics for both Nevada and Arizona. However, we have not reached the level of decline that we want to see before moving into Phase I of the
Re-Opening Process. So, for the moment, we will continue our suspension of in-person worship and other gatherings with the following exceptions:
1. If you have a written agreement with a third-party entity for the use of the church, you may be required legally
to honor that agreement and allow for the entity to use the church campus. Please work on updating your agreements and making clear what the responsibilities for cleaning/sanitizing after use, even if the church is not
meeting for worship. Please inform your District Superintendent if you have not already done so.
2. Churches that want to record or livestream worship with a group of no more than 5 persons are permitted to do
so. Please inform your District Superintendent if you have not already done so.
3. Food pantries and clothing centers offered by the church in response to the needs of the hungry in the community may resume these ministries of caring and compassion following strict no-contact safety guidelines.
4. Childcare and pre-schools may re-open following your church’s re-opening plan and CDC, state, and local guidelines. This exception includes both third-party, non-UMC as well as church-sponsored child-care and pre-schools. In
order to open child-care or pre-schools, special legal issues must be considered. A legal webinar was offered and
has been recorded and is available with notes. If you are interested in this material, please contact our Conference
Chancellor, Marilee Miller Clarke. I am strongly suggesting that you and your team view the webinar and develop a
plan for re-opening the child-care or pre-school with your church’s legal advisor. If you do not have a legal advisor,
our Conference Chancellor, Marilee Miller Clarke can be consulted. There is a $300 one-time fee for her professional consultation (a UMC reduced rate).
5. Churches that are interested in conducting a drive-in worship must create a plan specifically related to the drivein worship in addition to their general plan for re-opening. Although this is not a signal for the re-opening, it is an
exemption for drive-in worship where congregation members remain in their cars and there is no contact. Please
contact your District Superintendent if you are interested in and for approval of this model of worship. Several
churches in areas where the incidence rate of COVID-19 is low are interested in outdoor worship with social distancing. We are studying this model and will have guidance soon.
In the meantime, we had strong encouragement from our legal advisers that we need to give serious consideration
to three matters. In order to get a better grasp on the complexities of these three, our conference chancellor,
Marilee Miller Clarke, will be leading a webinar. The date and time for this webinar will be announced soon. The
three topics are: 1. Signed waivers, 2. Health questionnaires, 3. Signage at the entrance of church property or
where gatherings will be held.

Again and again I assure you that the work we are doing in the midst of this pandemic will become an integral part
of our being the vital and courageous church when the pandemic in over. We pray fervently for that day. And we
uphold one another and keep ourselves and others safe by our actions.
In Christ,
Bishop Bob
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DSC RACE Announces Anti-Racism Initiatives for
Desert Southwest Conference
by DSC Communications | Jul 27, 2020

Newly Formed Coalition Presents Actionable Steps to Combat Racism
Phoenix, AZ: Today, the DSC RACE Coalition announced that, on September 1,
2020, they will be releasing educational materials to all members of the Desert
Southwest Conference of The United Methodist Church to aid in the eradication of
systemic and explicit forms of racism within its 117 churches, 11 fellowships, and
other ministry settings. This material will be released throughout the next twelve
months.

For more information, please visit the conference website:
https://dscumc.org/blog/2020/07/27/dsc-race-announces-anti-racism-initiatives-fordesert-southwest-conference/
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Sedona United Methodist Church
110 Indian Cliffs Road
Sedona, AZ 86336
Phone: 928-282-1780
Fax: 928-282-6377
Email: sedonaumc.az@gmail.com
Website: www.sedonaumc.org

Get Connected and Stay Connected
928-282-1780

sedonaumc.az@gmail.com

sedonaumc.org

You asked for it! — Electronic Giving
By popular demand SUMC now offers you the ability to make your
tithe and offering donations using your debit or credit card on our
website—www.sedonaumc.org

Sedona United Methodist Church
Mission Statement
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all people,
Worshiping God joyfully, Caring for each person, Discovering Christ’s
transforming love, and Serving God’s world.

Vision Statement
To share the happiness that is Christianity for all people.
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