Sedona United Methodist Church

SUM GOOD NEWS

JUlY 2021
Happy 4th of July Greetings to our SUMC Family & Friends
As we celebrate freedom by celebrating the annual birthday of our nation, it is important to remember and celebrate the freedom that is found and taught in the Bible. Here are a few of the amazing
freedoms we celebrate and remember as Christians.
FREEDOM FROM DEATH
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life” – John 3:16
The very reason why Jesus came and willingly died on the cross to free all of humanity from sin and
give us the opportunity to attain eternal life. That is how much God loves us. He sacrificed His own
begotten Son just to save you and me from our sins—to save you and me from death! And to offer all
who call upon His name eternal life!!! We call this the “Good News”—the best news ever! That by
having faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we can be freed from the death that we deserve, and what is
more amazing is that we can spend all of eternity with God and the saints of heaven.

FREEDOM FROM SIN
“Jesus said to those who believed in him, If you obey my teaching you are really my disciples; you will
know the truth, and the truth will set you free. Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a
slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the Son remains forever. So if the Son sets
you free, you will be free indeed” – John 8:31-32, 34-36
Have you ever had something weighing heavy on your mind and your soul? That is what sin does, and
that is why Jesus came on this rescue mission to this earth—to set us free from the bondage of sin
which essentially brings death, even while we might live. They say confession is good for the soul and
Jesus invites us to confess and turn from our sin and when we do, we are truly set free to live!
FREEDOM TO CHOOSE OUR OWN PATH
“It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened
again by a yoke of slavery.” – Galatians 5:1
When God created humans, He did not create us as robots. In fact, God allowed Adam to name all
kinds of animals. This just proves that we, as God’s creations, have our own free will—that we have
the freedom to choose whether we accept the true freedom that He offers through Jesus Christ.
(Message continued on page 2)

Office Hours:
Tuesday – Thursday, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Friday, 9 a.m. to Noon
928-282-1780; Fax: 928-282-6377
Email: sedonaumc.az@gmail.com
Prayer Requests: sumcprayers@gmail.com
Website: www.sedonaumc.org

The most important choice we will ever make is to accept
the salvation that is found in Jesus—those who choose Christ
receive the most precious gift God has ever given!

Published monthly by Sedona United
Methodist Church, keeping members and
friends informed of the missions and
ministries of the church and reporting news
about the congregation.

FREEDOM TO PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me because he has anointed me to
proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,” – Luke 4:18

Worship Service:
Sunday: 9:30 a.m.
Communion: first Sunday of the month.
Celebrations: last Sunday of the month.
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Now that we have been freed from the bondage of sin
through Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, like Paul, we also
have the freedom to proclaim and spread the Gospel. Jesus
said, “For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
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Wayne Light
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Jan Van Kooten, Echo Reinhard
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Bob Martin
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Mary Luttrell
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Echo Reinhard
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Jenny Mast
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper
Dr. Rick Brothers; Pat DiMillo
Wellness Ministry
Janie McDaniel
Caring Lay Ministry
Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata
Desert Southwest Annual Conference
Rev. Javier Olivares
District Superintendent

Likewise, we who experienced God’s freedom by accepting
Jesus Christ are called to spread the Gospel to our friends,
families, communities, cities, nations, and to all those who
may not know Christ. In this way we share the gift of the
good news of Jesus Christ, and we fulfill the great commission that Jesus called us to in His final words here upon this
earth.
FREEDOM TO ENJOY LIFE IN CHRIST
“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in
Christ Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit
who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death.” –
Romans 8:1-2

As we celebrate freedom on this coming Fourth of July, let us
always remember the true freedom that is found in Jesus
Christ.
Wishing you a Happy 245th Birthday America—and to God
be the glory for the ultimate gift of freedom we celebrate in
Christ Jesus!
Grace & Peace,

Pastor Fred

In Loving Memory:
Rev. David Ellsworth, 1922 – 2011
Founding Pastor
Rev. Phyllis Averill, 1937-2015
Rev. Tom Bush, 1933-2017
Retired Pastors
Drewer Johns, 1919 - 2012
Maude Johns , 1923-2017
Retired Missionaries
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NEWS FROM MISSIONS
We still are collecting items for SAGAP (list on 1st floor by elevator) and Hope House (container by
2nd floor stairwell) as well as the Sedona Food Bank with non-perishable items in the grocery cart
by the 2nd floor stairwell.

Thank you for your generosity in helping your neighbors!

FAITHWORK’S NAVAJO WELL UPDATE
Back in our May SUM Good News we made you aware of the mission through FaithWorks to
provide clean and safe water for the Navajo Nation by repairing the well at The Church of God
Holiness that is a source of water in Leupp. Nearly 40% of Navajo Nation have no access to running
water in their homes so the loss of the well is devastating. The cost to refurbish the well is less
than digging a new one and the goal is to raise $43,000 toward the initial cost to extend the depth
of the well and provide extending the casing and minor repairs to the old well. So far the fundraising has raised $24,000 of the $43,000 goal. But there is much more to do! Will you be apart of
this mission to help provide a source of water for those who need it so badly? You can make your
donations to Sedona UMC with a note for the “Navajo Well Project” or contact FaithWorks directly
at 928-774-0504. They have also opened up a Thrift Store in Flagstaff on Fourth Street where the
proceeds help fund the well.

CHANGES TO BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION COLLECTION

For several years Sedona UMC has collected Box Tops for McCurdy Ministries where each top was a
10 cent donation to help fund the school. Recently, changes have been made to how these box
tops are recorded. Instead of clipping the icon on each item, you can bring your receipt into the
church and we can scan it using the latest state of the art technology. It is necessary for you to
bring in your receipts within 14 days of your purchase.
Some of the Brands included in this program include Fiber One, General Mills, Nature Valley,
Paper Mate, Pillsbury, Totinos, Yoplait, and Select Lysol.
A complete list of items is on the bulletin board in the narthex. Thank you to Ray Strom who has
organized this for so long and for the new information.
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Compassionate friends, donors and volunteers:
Clarissa Nelson's SUV was PACKED with hygiene supplies as she and Kendelle took off for Prescott
with the items for the Yavapai Reentry Project (YRP) "Welcome Home" baskets, You recall that the
baskets are for prisoners leaving correctional institutions and coming back to Yavapai County to
re-enter society
Clarissa, who is the Manager of the program, had actually been a recipient of the YRP kindness (and
coaching) years ago and she is now "paying it forward" to other inmates who are struggling to make
their lives purposeful and lawful. She is a powerful testimony to God's love and forgiveness (He
saved her for a purpose!) -and- to the efficacy of the YRP program.
Just LOOK at what our God can do in that stuffed SUV (see pix)! And, we still have monetary donations to spend on any items that Clarissa and Kendelle did not get enough of...we are thrilled!
Thank you all who prayed for us, supported, donated, volunteered and helped us help the YRP. You
did Kingdom work! Thanks for not waiting for a miracle, thanks for BEING the miracle.
God Bless You All,
Andrea Kadar
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REPORT ON
THE DESERT SOUTHWEST ANNUAL CONFERENCE
Theme: Many Gifts, One Spirit
For the second year in a row, on June 11-13, 2021, the Desert Southwest Annual Conference
met virtually via Zoom. The ordination service was held in-person at limited capacity and
following safety guidelines. This year there were no church closures and no resolutions
related to the upcoming General Conference. Eleven clergy retired this year.

We are fortunate to have Rev. Fred Mast reappointed to Sedona UMC for the 2021-2022
term. With our District Superintendent, Rev. Nancy Cushman, retiring we welcome Rev. Javier
Olivares as our new West District Superintendent. Our Bishop, Robert Hoshibata, also
confirmed his retirement as of October 2021.

The Annual Conference Mission focused on Student Hunger on our College Campuses reported that as of the conference date they had collected $13,885 toward this Mission. Thanks to
you at SUMC, we donated $295.
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Family Movie Night
Join us on Friday, July 9th
Featuring

Last Ounce of Courage
This movie is about freedom! It is right on target as it deals with today’s
world, a world which tells Christians to remove religious symbols. This
film just might inspire you to remember that our forefathers came to this
land to have freedom of religion, not freedom “from” religion. A grandson connects with his grandfather as they both are going through the
pain of losing a Dad and a son. In this beautiful story of love and
forgiveness, they discover a way to unite and to make a difference in
their community by claiming their freedom of expression.

The fun starts at 6:00 p.m. with dinner.
Then the movie starts at 6:30 p.m.— so bring a friend!
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Grief Group Support meetings, sponsored by Accord Hospice and our CLM Team, continue
to grow in number of attendees and depth of sharing and learning from each other. Steve
Elowson, Accord Hospice chaplain, drives down from Flagstaff every 2 weeks to facilitate
our meetings. We use H. Norman Wright’s book “Experiencing Grief”.
All are invited, and we encourage you to invite anyone in the community that can benefit
from this important support group.

July’s dates for the meetings are 7/6 and 7/20
in the 3rd floor music room.
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SUMER YOUTH THEATRE CAMP
* One Week Summer Intensive *

2021 Fellowship Teams

Ages 6-14 * July 19-23rd * 9am to 3pm

We have brought back a modified
after-service fellowship. Two to three
members from the assigned teams are
needed to serve store bought items.

Our theater camp is for kids who have an interest in theater and the performing arts or would
like to learn more about acting, directing,
lighting, stage design, creative writing and
more.

JULY — Choir & Worship Team
AUGUST — Welcome Team & Ushers
SEPTEMBER — Christian Education &
Library Team
OCTOBER — Nominating Committee & SPRC
NOVEMBER — Trustees
DECEMBER— Congregational Care & Health
Team and Lay Members

Lead by Camilla Ross, co-founder/President of
Emerson theater Collaborative of Sedona, AZ
and Mystic, CT, Denise Royal and other local
experts in the field.
Limited to 20! Pre-register your kids(s) today!
EVENT LOCATION: Sedona United Methodist
Church

Following COVID-10 CDC Guidelines
http://bit.ly/etc-summer-camp-2021
(860) 705-9711

WE HAVE BASHAS
COMMUNITY CARDS
AVAILABLE!
These cards are easy to use when you buy your
groceries AND it helps out the church at the same
time. Just load the card at the register with a
monetary amount before you check out, use it to pay
for your groceries, and the church gets 6% of your

purchases automatically!

SATURDAY,

JULY 3rd at 8 a.m.
at Sedona Golf Resort
Featuring

We have reloadable cards in the office
with a value of $10.

Ed Rose, Sedona Airport
Authority General Manager

PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU’D LIKE TO
PURCHASE A CARD

Bring a Can of Food for the
Sedona Food Bank
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Worship for June
at 9:30 a.m.
CURRENT WORSHIP
PROTOCAL!
WORSHIP RESERVATIONS ARE NO
LONGER NECESSARY.

Prayers
Please pray for these churches:
Lakeview UMC, Sun City
Liberty UMC, Buckeye
Maranatha UMF, Phoenix

Usher Schedule for July
July 4—Independence Day

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL ALTHOUGH
IT IS RECOMMENDED AND
ENCOURAGED FOR
NON-VACCINATED PERSONS.
THERE WILL BE A SECTION IN THE
SANCTUARY ON FRONT RIGHT
SET ASIDE FOR MASKING AND
SOCIAL DISTANCING.

Ushers:

July 11
Ushers:

Like us on Facebook!

Terry Sidwell, Denny Decker,
Kathy Decker

July 18
Ushers:

Jack Ross, Rick Brothers,
Michael Jacobs

July 25
Ushers:

SERVICES WILL CONTINUE TO BE
LIVE STREAMED AND CAN BE
ACCESSED AT ANY TIME THROUGH
OUR WEBSITE
WWW.SEDONAUMC.ORG

Jack Ross, Rick Brothers,
Michael Jacobs

Terry Sidwell, Denny Decker,
Kathy Decker

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE AN USHER ON
SUNDAY MORNINGS? PLEASE SEE TERRY
SIDWELL IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS
IMPORTANT MISSION. WE NEED YOU!
Website: www.sedonaumc.org
Check out: Sunday Sermons online; Online
Prayer Requests; A Photo Gallery
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July Celebrations

4
7
11
11
12
20
21
21
24
25
28
29
31

3 Nino & Evonne Gonzalez
26 Willi & Marianna LaDuke

Barb Chandler
Dawn Bush
Vern Balgemann
Marianna Waak
Caroline Williamson
Vicki Beckner
Cheryl Henriksen
Patricia DiMillo
Jan Hofmann
Loyd Barnett
Sean Carder
Bob Martin
Janie McDaniel

SUNDAY, JULY 4TH
JOIN US FOR AN
“ALL AMERICAN
ICE CREAM SOCIAL”
DURING FELLOWSHIP

Our Anniversary Committee gladly
announces its plan to reschedule
Sedona UMC’s 40th Anniversary
Celebration for October 15, 16 & 17.
Watch for more details to come!

Please mark your calendars for
this weekend!

DON’T FORGET TO WEAR
YOUR RED, WHITE
AND BLUE!

+1
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN
KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL IS IN PERSON
It is currently being held in the 3rd Floor Music
Room. Nursery Care is not available at this time.

WOMEN OF HOPE BIBLE STUDY
Every Thursday at 9:45 a.m.
A new name but same great group—we
welcome all women to the 3rd floor Music
Room They are currently studying Ezekiel.
They will begin a new study, “Women of
the Bible Speak by Shannon Bream in
September

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.
All men are invited. This group now studying
Galatians. Currently this group is meeting in the
3rd floor Music Room.
Jan Shuman 928-203-0586
rtshuman@hotmail.com
Christian Education Coordinator

The Good Book Nook
“The world does not need more Christian writers-it needs more good writers
and composers who are Christians.”
C.S. Lewis 1898-1963

The Good Book Nook library is OPEN! The Good Book Nook is located on the second floor

between the elevator and the children's nursery. It is open 9:00-9:30 before Sunday's
worship service with a library team member there to assist you.
The library has a large selection of Bibles, reference material, fiction and non-fiction,
biographies, books on spiritual growth, devotionals, children's books, as well as family
-friendly DVDs and music CDs. It even has inspirational “vintage” VHS and cassette
tapes. :)
Now that the library has re-opened, we are gently
encouraging our patrons that have items checked out
to return them as soon as possible for renewal or to be
placed back in circulation so that more people may
enjoy them.
The library ministry team is always looking for new
members. If you are interested, please contact the
office or Pat DiMillo.
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We will be looking for someone who could transport
people from Sedona Winds to the church on Sunday
Mornings in the church van and then return them after
services. Some lifting of equipment many be required.
If you are interested in this wonderful
mission, please contact the church office
at 928-282-1780. The Trustees and our
SPRC will be interviewing soon!

Lay Servant Ministries

Upcoming Zoom Classes are available for Lay Servant
Ministries. Classes are $15.00 and registration is
required at https://dscumc.org/lay-servent-ministriestraining sessions/ or contact the church office. Books
may also be a pre-requisite so please check if you are
interested:
“Leading Bible Study”

SUMC MEMBERSHIP
INVITATION
As we celebrate gathering in
person once again, we know
that there are a number in our
congregation who have an
interest in officially joining in
membership in this great faith
community. We will be receiving new members on three
consecutive Sundays in July
(11th, 18th, and 25th) during
our 9:30am worship services.
If you are able to join one of
these Sundays or are interested in more information on
membership in Sedona UMC,
please call the church office at
(928)282-1780. We look forward to welcoming you!

Daytime Session
Wednesday –Friday July 14, 14 & 16, 8:30 a.m. to noon
Evening Session
Wednesday—Friday July 14, 15 & 16, 5:30 to 9 p.m.

“The Basic Course: Introduction to Lay Ministry”
Daytime Session
Wednesday-Friday August 25, 26, 27, 8:30 a.m. to noon
Evening/Saturday Session
Thurs & Friday August 26 & 27, 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday Morning August 28, 8:30 a.m. to Noon

Thank you all for the well
wishes, cards, and prayers
during my recovery, and for
the condolences regarding my
mother's passing.
You are all appreciated!
With love,
DeNise Bowers
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COMMITTEE CORNER

Trustees: New permanent signs have been purchased and will be going in to deter
trailhead parking. Bids are still coming in for repairs to the Sanctuary roof. A bid was
accepted for Parsonage flooring but installation will be a few months away.

The Missions Committee: This team handed out about 35 to-go dinners at the
Sedona Community Dinner on June 14th. Their next date to serve is August 9th—see Kathy
Roth if you’d like to help. Thanks to those who made the Two Fer Tuesday a success on
June 29th. We also continue collecting items for Hope House and SAGAP. (See the
collection boxes for items needed)

The Worship Committee: This team continues to meet to try and make your
worship experience better whether it is in-person or on line. We are also looking for
more ushers ! If you are interested, please see Terry Sidwell. Our children are back as
acolyte once a month! Plans are underway to start the Chancel Choir in September!

With some of our activities starting again in person, remember to invite, pick
up, and bring someone to our activities. We have our bible studies meeting , our
Men’s Breakfast on the first Saturday of the month, Movie Night on July 9th, and not
to mention our normal Sunday Morning Services at 9:30

The SET team: This team helped in organizing the ice cream social for July 4th
during fellowship time on Sunday. Come join the fun!

CARING LAY MINISTRY TEAM: Our CLM Team continues to reach out to help members of our church and members of our community with prayers, visits, cards, and phone
calls. We continue to take a number of residents of Sedona Winds to church each Sunday. Jack Ross has been driving the church van to pick up these people who are spiritually hungry and glad to attend our church services. Also, several ladies from Sedona
Winds attend the Women’s Bible Study at SUMC on Thursday mornings. Our team also
participates in the Grief Group supported by our CLM Team (page 6)
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COMMITTEE CORNER

Christian Ed Committee: Our Children’s Sunday School is in-person and currently
meeting in the 3rd floor music room. Our women’s bible study is now being led by Joan
Rhodes . We also have a group at The Gathering that meets on Tuesday’s at 2 p.m. led by
Nino & Evonne Gonzalez - currently they are studying the book of Daniel. And our Men’s
group is looking for a permanent facilitator on Wednesday mornings.

Sedona Area Gap Asist Program. MONETARY AND ITEM
DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED. ITEMS DONATED TO SAGAP ARE
DISPERSED THROUGH THE SEDONA FOOD BANK. This program is to
help those currently on assistance with those items not covered by state
programs (hygiene products, cleaning products, diapers, over counter
medicines, paper products.). For inquiries please use the new email:
sagap.blessings@gmail.com or see DeNise Bowers. VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A COMPLETE
LIST OF ITEMS NEEDED. THEY CAN BE DROPPED OFF AT THE CHURCH OR AT OAK CREEK
STORAGE IN THE VOC.
A NOTE FROM THE SEDONA FOOD BANK: “On behalf of the Sedona Community Food Bank, myself,
volunteers, and clients, a huge thank you for your continued support and very generous donations of
298 lbs of household cleaners, personal items, and laundry supplies. The third Wednesday of every
month, since you have started this program, we put out all the items you donated for our clients to
choose from. They LOVE it! You can only imagine if food is difficult to purchase, the items SAGAP
provides to our clients are snapped up in a minute. In fact, some of our clients start to ask when we will
be distributing shampoo or deodorant or laundry detergent or a new toothbrush and toothpaste
because they do not want to miss that day. Please know your support made the difference in the lives of
our clients, our neighbors.” - Cathleen A. Healy-Baiza, Executive Director.

HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO SERVE?
SUMC is always looking for help on one of their teams. Prayerfully consider serving on one of our
ministry teams: Stewardship Team, Trustees, Welcome Team, Christian Education, Congregational
Care / Wellness /Prayer Ministries, Missions and Outreach, Special Events/Fellowship, Worship
Team, Communications, Helping Hands, Reaching New People, Finance, Endowment, Columbarium,
and Library Team. YOU MAY BE JUST WHAT WE’VE BEEN PRAYING FOR!

Please contact Pastor Fred if you are interested in serving
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Red & Mary Jo Pazak

On June 4th, Sedona UMC, provided the check in
point for families coming into Sedona for a
retreat provided by Little Pink Houses of Hope
who offer get-aways for families whose loved
ones are facing breast cancer. These trips allow
the families to take a break from the stress of
treatments and just be together as a family.
Sedona UMC also provided a to-go dinner upon
their arrival so that they didn’t have to worry
about their meal at the end of a travel day.
Thanks to the SET team for providing the funds
for the meals and also to the Missions team that
provided Bashas gift cards for during their stay.
Thanks also to Red & Mary Jo Patak from Little
Pink in Scottsdate who checked in the families as
they arrived.
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HANDBELL DEDICATION CEREMONY
On June 27th we were FINALLY able to
hold our Handbell Dedication Service.
Back in December 2019 we sent our bells
away to be fully refurbished with funds
donated by our wonderful congregation.
We were all set to have the dedication
ceremony in March 2020 when we had
to shut the church down due to COVID.
We had to wait until it was safe to get
everyone together for practice and the
bell choir was finally ready in June to
show off their stuff! The choir played to
start off the service with a processional
piece and then two other pieces during
the service. Then they joined in on the
last hymn. Thanks to our Handbell
Director, Bob Martin, for his endless
direction, enthusiasm and motivation
plus to all the ringers and their dedication. And again, thanks to all of you who
donated funds to refurbish the bells back
to their original glory so that this musical
mission can continue into the future.
If you weren’t lucky enough to attend
this service, you can view the recorded
service on our website, sedonaumc.org.
Just look for the service dated June 27,
2021.
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SUM Good News
Sedona United Methodist Church
110 Indian Cliffs Road
Sedona, AZ 86336
Phone: 928-282-1780
Fax: 928-282-6377
Email: sedonaumc.az@gmail.com
Website: www.sedonaumc.org

Get Connected and Stay Connected
928-282-1780

sedonaumc.az@gmail.com

sedonaumc.org

You asked for it! — Electronic Giving
By popular demand SUMC now offers you the ability to make your
tithe and offering donations using your debit or credit card on our
website—www.sedonaumc.org

Sedona United Methodist Church
Mission Statement
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all people,
Worshiping God joyfully, Caring for each person, Discovering Christ’s
transforming love, and Serving God’s world.

Vision Statement
To share the happiness that is Christianity for all people.
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