Sedona United Methodist Church

SUM GOOD NEWS

JUNE 2021
Greetings to our SUMC Family & Friends I normally love the holiday season, it is that time of year when people seem to be a bit kinder, when
people begin to focus on what the important things are in life. I love that time of year because it
seems to be a time that brings even the part-time Christian back into the fold and open the opportunity to meet Jesus once again as an innocent baby born in obscurity-but a meeting that just by
chance might spur a renewed relationship. Yes, I usually love the holiday season—but this past one
was so much different.
That Sunday morning a few weeks before Christmas as I awoke preparing to head to church early as I
do most every Sunday, I knew something was amiss. Monday afternoon when the severe pain hit in
my lower back it just confirmed that indeed I needed to get this checked out. Off to the emergency
room in Sedona, a routine CT Scan to see if I had a kidney stone. I knew in the voice of my doctor
(talking out in the hallways) while not being able to make out the exact words of the doctor, the spirit
in the delivery of those words he shared with the nurses gave me reason for pause.
Yes, as suspected I had a kidney stone and we can treat that—But the scan also showed a mass, in fact
two masses, one on each kidney. Maybe it was just me, but the words I was hearing seemed to be
more of a terminal message than the opportunity for healing. What made things worse was that I had
just finished reading a book someone had given me entitled “23 Minutes in Hell”, a book I must say
scared the “Hell” right out of me. Right then and there, I threw myself at the feet of my savior
pledging to never let an opportunity pass to share the good news we have in relationship with Jesus
Christ. I knew that a life that promised “everlasting” was something everyone needed to know about.
I began to read everything I could find on heaven, life everlasting, resurrection, and the hope that
could be found through relationship with Jesus Christ. I began to trust anew, and my attitude quickly
turned from dread to hope. It was truly amazing how things began to fall into place, appointments
usually taking weeks to secure scheduled within days which provide a very different outlook, one of
healing and hope. Worries began to melt away replaced instead with an amazing feeling of knowing
all was in God’s hands and no matter what the outcome God had this. Reassurance from Dr. Rick, my
surgeon, and oncologist. What I had was treatable and it was highly likely I might even see complete
healing.
(Message continued on page 2)
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Times like these, at least for me, serve as times of deep reflection—and I have had much time in communion with God to
reflect in recent months. You know I am a very sentimental and
spiritual person. I deeply care for people—ALL people and I often
times reflect on the state of our communities and most assuredly
the soul of our great nation. I am so often saddened to hear voices
offering words of unity and hope and love only to see “actions”
that display disunity, dread, and outright hatred for those who do
not think, act, or believe alike. This is affecting not just strangers
but friends and even family members. Conflict affecting long-term
relationships, people of all ages (especially the young), groups of
all kinds including people of faith.
The enemy is a great-divider—The enemy uses every tool and
weapon at his disposal. Our foundation (our defense) as people of
faith is God’s Word, especially the gospel of Jesus Christ! The
greatest battle in the history of this world is being waged against
“The Word of God”. It’s been watered down, abused, manipulated
and changed. With so much stacked against us today, we often
loose sight and have trouble believing it means today what it
meant when God originally inspired it. So many have trouble,
either consciously or not, believing that the shed blood of a savior
named Jesus 2000 years ago is still relevant for us today.
But what if it is still true—every word? What if it is just as
relevant today as it was the day Jesus overcame the tomb and
rose again. What does it mean for us. What does it require of us?
What difference can it make in our world today? These are BIG
questions—deep questions—important questions, but questions I
believe we need to ponder anew. Jesus called believers “Salt”,
“Light”, and the “Hope” of this world—But are we? Can we? Will
we?
I want to invite you to journey with me as we enter our summer
season in the church to embark on a journey in which we ponder
the question—“What If It Is True”. What if every single word of
this story (God’s Word) is absolutely true and I can trust it? What
if the King of the universe is calling directly to me through the
inspired words of—His words? And if it is true for me, how
should I respond?
I invite you—I implore you— to join in this journey beginning
June 6th as we follow the life and ministries, the teachings and the
miracles, the compassion and the grace of Jesus Christ that can
and will serve as the healing balm for our wounded and wandering hearts.
Grace & Peace, Pastor

Fred
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NEWS FROM MISSIONS
Thank you to all who donated to the Summer Survival Kits! This will go to good use at the Old
Town Mission in Cottonwood. This month we help with the Annual Conference Mission Project
focusing on Student Hunger on our College Campuses. See page 5. We still are collecting items
for SAGAP (list on 1st floor by elevator) and Hope House (container by 2nd floor stairwell) as well
as the Sedona Food Bank with non-perishable items in the grocery cart by the 2nd floor stairwell.

Thank you for your generosity in helping your neighbors!

Little Pink Houses of Hope will return
this year to Sedona with their family
retreat for those dealing with breast
cancer treatments. SUMC will be the
check in and welcoming location on their
entry into Sedona on June 5th. Our SET
Team will provide to-go dinners for these
families and our Missions Team will
provide Bashas gift cards for their week
long stay in Sedona. The families will be
treated to housing free of charge and
meals from other establishments in
Sedona. This allows them to take a break
from reality in our beautiful city. It is a
privilege to be a partner in this mission!

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR YOUNG LIFE CAMPS THIS MONTH—SENIOR HIGH JUNE 7-11
AND JR HIGH WYLDLIFE CAMP JUNE 23-27. PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR KIDS TO CONTINUE
TO COMMIT TO SUMMER CAMP, FOR FUNDS TO COME IN, FOR HEARTS TO BE PREPARED TO ACCEPT JESUS, AND FOR OUR LEADERS AS THEY WORK HARD TO PROVIDE A
WELCOMING SPACE FOR KIDS TO COME AND HEAR THE GOSPEL MESSAGE!
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"A brand new Two Fer Tuesday is planned for Tuesday, June 29th, 9 AM to 4 PM, at our two great
‘donation stations’: Sedona United Methodist Church, 110 Indian Cliffs Road, Sedona, 86336,
and Cafe Jose (West Sedona), 2370 AZ 89 A, Suite 1, Sedona, 86336.
We will be supporting the Yavapai Reentry Project (YRP) and onetruegod.shop. Yavapai Reentry
Project supports men and women exiting the Yavapai County Department of Corrections in order
to reduce recidivism, improve former prisoners' lives, and promote a safer community for all of
Yavapai County.
The Two Fer team has purchased $500 of "scriptural" tee shirts from onetruegod.shop for these
prisoners exiting jail to remind them of God's love for them: "Faith Over Fear", "Grace, God's
undeserved, unmerited favor", and "Jeremiah 29:11".

Former prisoners leaving prison are given a "Welcome Home" basket by YRP with essentials not
provided for them in prison. We will be placing the faith tee shirts in the welcome home baskets,
and we need the following items to fill the baskets: gift cards to grocery stores, hygiene items like
toothbrushes, toothpaste, deodorant, shampoo, brushes and combs, shaving cream, razors,
tennis shoes, healthy snacks like protein bars, sunglasses, lotion, sun screen, and most of all
encouraging hand-written notes.
You may donate cash to pay for tee shirts by sending a check to the church. If you donate funds to
the church, please put "Yavapai Reentry Project" in the memo section of your checks. Or, you
can drop off the above-mentioned items at the church lobby between now and the 29th. On the
29th, we will a host a 9 AM to 4 PM "extravaganza donate day" with volunteers to accept donations
at both the church and Cafe Jose location.
Many of these men and women prisoners have only made one mistake that landed them in prison,
many have suffered from undiagnosed mental health issues that caused them to act inappropriately, or they have used substances only once with heartbreaking outcomes. These children of God are
looking for a hand up, not a hand out. A welcome basket is our way of telling them that they are
valuable, loved, and welcome to return to our community for a second chance.
Thank you for your support. Please contact Andrea Kadar at andreakadar7@yahoo.com with
questions."
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Desert Southwest
Annual Conference
June 11-13, 2021 Virtual Format
Theme: Many Gifts, One Spirit
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR BISHOPS, SUPERINTENDENTS, PASTORS
AND LAY PERSONS ATTENDING THE CONFERENCE.

Annual Conference Mission Project – Student Hunger
This year’s Annual Conference Mission Project is centered around student hunger. Our college
campus ministries each day are meeting opportunities to help students with not only their spiritual needs, but there are needs regarding food security as well. Monetary donations are needed or VISA cards for $20 each are also accepted.

Donations can be made to Sedona UMC (please note Annual Conference Mission
Project on your donation) in the offering plates or church office or through the
conference website: https://dscumc.org/annual-conference/mission-project/
5

Family Movie Night is back
UNDER THE STARS!
Join us on Friday, June 11th at 7 p.m.
We will have pizza and snacks with the
movie starting about 7:30 p.m.
Featuring
War Room
Tony and Elizabeth Jordan have it all—great jobs, a beautiful
daughter, and their dream house. But appearances can be
deceiving. Tony and Elizabeth Jordan’s world is actually
crumbling under the strain of a failing marriage. But their lives
take an unexpected turn when Elizabeth meets her newest
client, Miss Clara, and is challenged to establish a “war room”
and a battle plan of prayer for her family. WAR ROOM is a vivid
reminder that prayer is a powerful weapon.

Bring your lawn chairs and
enjoy the movie on our patio.
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP
Our local GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP meetings started up again at 2pm on every other
Tuesdays in the Music Room (3rd floor). Chaplin Steve Elowson of Accord Hospice
will be our facilitator and we will use the book “Experiencing Grief” by author
Norman Wright to help guide us through the painfully difficult times from the loss of a
friend, relative, or spouse.
All are invited, and we encourage you to invite anyone in the community that can
benefit from this important support group.

June’s dates for the meetings are 6/8 and 6/22.
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2021 Fellowship Teams
We are bringing back a modified
after-service fellowship back on the patio.
Two members from the assigned teams are
needed to serve store bought items.
JUNE — Finance
JULY — Choir & Worship Team
AUGUST — Welcome Team & Ushers
SEPTEMBER — Christian Education &
Library Team
OCTOBER — Nominating Committee & SPRC
NOVEMBER — Trustees
DECEMBER— Congregational Care & Health
Team and Lay Members

We are happy to see our young
acolytes back. Great job, Scarlett and
also to your helper, Don Reilly!

WE HAVE BASHAS
COMMUNITY CARDS
AVAILABLE!
These cards are easy to use when you buy your
groceries AND it helps out the church at the same
time. Just load the card at the register with a
monetary amount before you check out, use it to pay
for your groceries, and the church gets 6% of your
purchases automatically!

We have reloadable cards in the office
with a value of $10.
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU’D LIKE TO
PURCHASE A CARD

SATURDAY,

JUNE 5th at 8 a.m.
at Sedona Golf Resort
Featuring
Tom Lamkin, City Councilman
Bring a Can of Food for the
Sedona Food Bank
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Worship for June
at 9:30 a.m.
CHANGES TO WORSHIP
PROTOCAL!

Prayers
Please pray for these churches:
Fort Yuma UMC
Gila Mountain UMC, Yuma
Haven UMC, Jerome

EFFECTIVE 6/6/21
WORSHIP RESERVATIONS ARE NO
LONGER NECESSARY.

Usher Schedule for June
June 6
Ushers:

MASKS ARE OPTIONAL ALTHOUGH
IT IS RECOMMENDED AND
ENCOURAGED FOR
NON-VACCINATED PERSONS.
THERE WILL BE A SECTION IN THE
SANCTUARY ON FRONT RIGHT
SET ASIDE FOR MASKING AND
SOCIAL DISTANCING.
SERVICES WILL CONTINUE TO BE
LIVE STREAMED AND CAN BE
ACCESSED AT ANY TIME THROUGH
OUR WEBSITE
WWW.SEDONAUMC.ORG
Like us on Facebook!

Jack Ross, Rick Brothers,
Denny Decker, Don Reilly

June 13
Ushers:

Terry Sidwell, Michael Jacobs,
Mike Givler, Jean Givler

June 20 (Father’s Day)
Ushers:

Jack Ross, Rick Brothers,
Denny Decker, Don Reilly

June 27
Ushers:

Terry Sidwell, Michael Jacobs,
Mike Givler, Jean Givler

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE AN USHER ON
SUNDAY MORNINGS? PLEASE SEE TERRY
SIDWELL IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN THIS
IMPORTANT MISSION. WE NEED YOU!
Website: www.sedonaumc.org
Check out: Sunday Sermons online; Online
Prayer Requests; A Photo Gallery
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June Celebrations

2
14
17
18
18
18
19
22
24
27

Anna Schneck
Gerry Van Kooten
Norm LaDuke
Andi Timmer
Dale Compton
Phyllis Snider
Debra Reger
Bill Reger
Jenny Mast
Don Overbee

7
7
9
20
30

Tim & Cheryl Henriksen
Larry & Laurie Rathbun
Dick & Lora Snider
Jeff & Suzie Dunn
Norm & Janice LaDuke

Sunday, June 20th
Sunday, June 20th

HAND BELLS DEDICATION

JUNE 27, 2021
A Celebration of Life
has been scheduled for
Jim Fletcher on Tuesday,
June 29th at 10 a.m.

Back in the Fall of 2019, we held a fundraiser
in order to refurbish our hand bells which had
never been updated. You all were so generous
and we raised $8000 to complete this extensive refurbishing. In March of 2020 we were
all set to have our dedication ceremony when
COVID hit. We are now excited to say that we
will have this dedication ceremony on June
27th to thank all of you who made it possible
to continue with our Hand Bell Ministry and
the gift of music. Watch for this special
ceremony during our worship service.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN
KIDS SUNDAY SCHOOL IS IN PERSON
It is currently being held in the 3rd Floor Music
Room. No Nursery Care will be available at this
time.

WOMEN OF HOPE BIBLE STUDY
Every Thursday at 9:45 a.m.
A new name but same great group—we
welcome all women to the 3rd floor Choir
Room They are currently studying Ezekiel.

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.
All men are invited. This group now studying
Galatians. Currently this group is meeting in the
Choir Room.

Jan Shuman 928-203-0586
rtshuman@hotmail.com
Christian Education Coordinator

Our Sunday School children helped with
Hospice's Remembrance Ceremony by
painting small flower pots to hand out.
With the direction of teacher, Jan
Shuman, and helpers Amber Schneider
and Julie Dilts the children did a fantastic
job!
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A NOTE FROM PASTOR FRED
We will be looking for someone who could transport
people from Sedona Winds to the church on Sunday
Mornings in the church van and then return them after
services. Some lifting of equipment many be required.
If you are interested in this wonderful
mission, please contact the church office
at 928-282-1780. The Trustees and our
SPRC will be interviewing soon!

Lay Servant Ministries

Upcoming Zoom Classes are available for Lay Servant
Ministries. Classes are $15.00 and registration is
required at https://dscumc.org/lay-servent-ministriestraining sessions/ or contact the church office. Books
may also be a pre-requisite so please check if you are
interested:
“Leading Bible Study”
Daytime Session
Wednesday –Friday July 14, 14 & 16, 8:30 a.m. to noon
Evening Session
Wednesday—Friday July 14, 15 & 16, 5:30 to 9 p.m.

“The Basic Course: Introduction to Lay Ministry”
Daytime Session
Wednesday-Friday August 25, 26, 27, 8:30 a.m. to noon
Evening/Saturday Session
Thurs & Friday August 26 & 27, 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday Morning August 28, 8:30 a.m. to Noon

Once again I wanted to thank
everyone for their constant
prayers during my recovery from
two kidney surgeries. We felt
every one of your prayers and
appreciated all the cards and
emails giving us encouragement.
The good news is that after both
surgeries, the reports from my
Surgeon and Oncologist have
pronounced me Cancer Free and
no further treatment is necessary
at this time with periodic scans
done to monitor my condition.
Praise God!
I want to again thank Wayne Light
for his assistance in worship and
as my mental health support! As
well as Rev. Pam Wagner and Rev.
Valerie Fairchild for filling in for me
and to Cheryl Henriksen who
helped in the office.
We look forward to a great future
serving with
all of you in
this great
church.
Grace &
Peace,
Pastor Fred
and Jenny

Picture taken on 5/23/21
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COMMITTEE CORNER

Trustees: Behind the scenes this group stays busy with upcoming projects: Windows
were washed in May, we are getting bids for roof repair to Sanctuary building and bids for
new flooring in the parsonage, coordinating a dedication of Masonic Cross, dealing with
trailhead parking issues, creating a van driver job opportunity, and dealing with a rogue
raven causing havoc with our windows!
The Missions Committee: Thanks to all of you for your donations for the Summer
Survival Kits In June we are collecting for the Annual Conference Mission (page 5)
We also continue collecting items for Hope House and SAGAP. (See the collection boxes
for items needed) This committee will also be handing out to go dinners at the Sedona
Community Dinner on June 14th. See the new Two-Fer Tuesday Collection (page 4)
The Worship Committee: This team continues to meet to try and make your
worship experience better whether it is in-person or on line. We are also looking for
more ushers ! If you are interested, please see Terry Sidwell. Our children are back as
acolyte once a month! Changes to Worship Protocol are here! (See Page 8)

With some of our activities starting again in person, remember to invite, pick
up, and bring someone to our activities. We have our bible studies meeting , our
Men’s Breakfast on the first Saturday of the month, Movie Night on June 11th, and
not to mention our normal Sunday Morning Services at 9:30

The SET team: Movie Night is returning “under the stars” (see page 6) We
will enjoy the movie on the patio with some pizza and snacks starting at 7 p.m.
CARING LAY MINISTRY TEAM: In addition to our prayers, visits, cards and phone
calls, our CLM team has been actively reaching out to help members of our church and
community. We have arranged to take a number of residents of Sedona Winds to church
Sunday. We thank Jack Ross for driving the church van to pick up these people on
Sunday. We also have provided transportation for several ladies to the Ladies Bible
Study Group on Thursdays. See the new Grief Group supported by our CLM Team
(page 6) THANK THIS TEAM —THEY ARE CONSTANTLY PRAYING FOR YOU!
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COMMITTEE CORNER

Christian Ed Committee: Our Children’s Sunday School is in-person and currently
meeting in the 3rd floor music room. Our women’s bible study is now being led by Joan
Rhodes . We also have a group at The Gathering that meets on Tuesday’s at 2 p.m. led by
Nino & Evonne Gonzalez - currently they are studying the book of Daniel. And our Men’s
group is looking for a permanent facilitator on Wednesday mornings.

Sedona Area Gap Asist Program. MONETARY AND ITEM
DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED. ITEMS DONATED TO SAGAP ARE
DISPERSED THROUGH THE SEDONA FOOD BANK. This program is to
help those currently on assistance with those items not covered by state
programs (hygiene products, cleaning products, diapers, over counter
medicines, paper products.). For inquiries please use the new email:
sagap.blessings@gmail.com or see DeNise Bowers. VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A COMPLETE
LIST OF ITEMS NEEDED. THEY CAN BE DROPPED OFF AT THE CHURCH OR AT OAK CREEK
STORAGE IN THE VOC.
A NOTE FROM THE SEDONA FOOD BANK: “On behalf of the Sedona Community Food Bank, myself,
volunteers, and clients, a huge thank you for your continued support and very generous donations of
298 lbs of household cleaners, personal items, and laundry supplies. The third Wednesday of every
month, since you have started this program, we put out all the items you donated for our clients to
choose from. They LOVE it! You can only imagine if food is difficult to purchase, the items SAGAP
provides to our clients are snapped up in a minute. In fact, some of our clients start to ask when we will
be distributing shampoo or deodorant or laundry detergent or a new toothbrush and toothpaste
because they do not want to miss that day. Please know your support made the difference in the lives of
our clients, our neighbors.” - Cathleen A. Healy-Baiza, Executive Director.

HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO SERVE?
SUMC is always looking for help on one of their teams. Prayerfully consider serving on one of our
ministry teams: Stewardship Team, Trustees, Welcome Team, Christian Education, Congregational
Care / Wellness /Prayer Ministries, Missions and Outreach, Special Events/Fellowship, Worship
Team, Communications, Helping Hands, Reaching New People, Finance, Endowment, Columbarium,
and Library Team. YOU MAY BE JUST WHAT WE’VE BEEN PRAYING FOR!

Please contact Pastor Fred if you are interested in serving
13

The installation of our new video equipment went in on May 4th made possible by a
grant from the Desert Southwest Conference. Three new cameras were placed down
below the balcony and a new table built by Bruce & Christian holds the new equipment
with Ken at the controls. Thanks to Jeff Dunn, Mike Schroeder, Bruce Bramblett,
Christian Peterson, and Ken Knaus for their expertise!
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Thanks again to the drivers Janie & Doug McDaniel and Jack Rhoades
who took these supplies to NAOMI House. And thanks to all of you who
donated the diapers and baby supplies that make such a difference in
the lives of many!
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Get Connected and Stay Connected
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sedonaumc.az@gmail.com

sedonaumc.org

You asked for it! — Electronic Giving
By popular demand SUMC now offers you the ability to make your
tithe and offering donations using your debit or credit card on our
website—www.sedonaumc.org

Sedona United Methodist Church
Mission Statement
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all people,
Worshiping God joyfully, Caring for each person, Discovering Christ’s
transforming love, and Serving God’s world.

Vision Statement
To share the happiness that is Christianity for all people.
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