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Lenten Greetings to our SUMC Family & Friends,
As we prepare our hearts for Easter (Resurrection) Sunday, I began to reflect once again on the
“True and Amazing Gifts” that God gave to creation through the life of Jesus Christ.
Lent is truly a time to grow more deeply in God’s grace, and in relationship with God. It is a time in
which I do believe we are called to make time to contemplate these amazing gifts given to us. Lent
is not designed to be a spectator event, but instead we are invited to join in this journey as active
participants. This year for Lent you might add a spiritual exercise or discipline to your life. SUMC is
offering two opportunities for a Lenten Bible study at two different times—I encourage you to
attend. Or you may want to participate in some act of kindness.
I think of the gift that Jesus gave in becoming one of us and walking, teaching, experiencing and
showing us the purpose of life. I think of the unbelievable gift of forgiveness that God gave
creation, a gift given free of charge, no strings attached—a gift that cost God so much and
benefitted humanity in ways that are immeasurable. The precious gift of inviting us into God’s very
presence—into an intimate relationship for all eternity. A tearing away of all barriers through the
tearing of Christ’s own flesh—No longer does anything or anyone stand between God and us. We
know God loves us, but the message of Easter reminds us again—the gift of abundant, unconditional, and unlimited love that comes to us through Jesus Christ.
And as we enter once again this most holy time of the year, as we stand and cheer the arrival of
Christ—as we journey with Christ through his final week here on earth—we are reminded of the
truest of all the gifts that God gives and Christ brings. Turning tragedy to triumph, bringing life from
death—we remember the greatest gift of all—the hope, joy, and peace that comes through
knowing— “Savior Divine, forever mine. No longer blind, now Christ I see.”
(Message continued on page 2)
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I look forward to joining you in the culmination of our
Lenten Journey this year as we celebrate together—
Palm Sunday, March 28th featuring a “Procession of the
Palms”, joyous music, and a celebratory atmosphere.
Holy Maundy Thursday, April 1st where we will offer a short
service at 6:00 p.m. which will include music and Holy
Communion in remembrance of the Last Supper.
Good Friday, April 2nd beginning at 7:00PM we gather in
one of the most powerful services of the year to remember
and reflect on the “Passion of Christ”, a dramatic & powerful
Service of Shadow and Remembrance as we walk with Jesus
through the final hours of His earthly life. You do not want to
miss this service as we prepare for His glorious and incredible resurrection on Easter Sunday!
Easter—Resurrection Sunday, April 4th we begin the day
with a Sunrise Service @ 6:30am on the patio—come and
watch the sun rise on this glorious morning in God’s creation
as we worship outdoors. You are also invited to join us for
our 9:30am Traditional Service.

Mary Luttrell
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Laurie Rathbun
Pianist
Jenny Mast
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper

Grace and Peace,
~ Pastor Fred ~

Dr. Rick Brothers; Pat DiMillo
Wellness Ministry
Janie McDaniel
Caring Lay Ministry
Bishop Robert T. Hoshibata
Desert Southwest Annual Conference
Rev. Nancy Cushman
District Superintendent
In Loving Memory:
Rev. David Ellsworth, 1922 – 2011
Founding Pastor
Rev. Phyllis Averill, 1937-2015
Rev. Tom Bush, 1933-2017
Retired Pastors
Drewer Johns, 1919 - 2012
Maude Johns , 1923-2017
Retired Missionaries
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Update on Pastor Fred
Although Pastor Fred’s recovery has been more difficult than we expected, we have been so
touched and encouraged by all the cards, emails, and calls we have received. Your prayers
have been felt and kept us going when things were so hard. We hope he is now on the road to
recovery from this first surgery as we prepare for what we hope is a much easier second
surgery.
The first surgery did show a malignant growth on his kidney so additional treatment will be
needed in what we hope will be in the form of immunotherapy. Prayers are appreciated again
for our journey forward. We are so thankful for you, our church family, and couldn’t do this
without your wonderful support.
A special thanks to Dr. Rick Brothers who guided us through and was a wonderful advocate.
And to Rev. Valerie Fairchild and Pastor Jon Boothe who have graciously filled in for Fred during
his recovery.
God bless, Jenny Mast

THE EASTER BUNNY IS BACK!
That’s right! We will have our Easter
Bunny Hunt back on Facebook and
our website during Lent and Easter.
Watch for the chance to find the
Easter Bunny as he shows us around
the church in different locations.
Are you up for the challenge?

3

NEWS FROM MISSIONS
SUMC will once again participate in the packing of weekend
food bags for our at risk Sedona students. Our packing dates
are Thursdays from April 8-May 20. We need two people per
week to pack the bags at the Sedona Food Bank. Hours are
Thursdays from 8:30-10:00. If you would like to help out,
please call the church office to sign up (928-282-1780).
The Food Bank organizes and supplies the food, but they are asking for our church to help out by
food donations of small Jiff peanut butter (1 to 2 oz. size), shelf stable milk (8 oz. size), and cans of
tuna or donations of money to buy the food are also welcome. The food donations can be left in
the shopping cart located in the narthex. Thank you!

Missions continues to help with SAGAP (Sedona Area Gap Assist Program). Your continued donations will be much appreciated. The items being supplied are as follows: diapers, deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, floss, shampoo and conditioner, body lotion, bar soap, laundry detergent, dish liquid, paper towels, and toilet paper. There is a container by the church office for
collections. And cash donations are welcome too!

We will also be taking donations for Hope House of Sedona that is preparing for their homeless
shelter. If you have the following items, new or gently used, please drop them off at the church:
Blankets, sheets for double or single beds, vinyl/plastic covers for single or double mattresses,
towel sets and NEW bed pillows. LOOK FOR THE DONATION BOX BY THE STAIRWELL ON 2ND
FLOOR.

Thank you for your generosity in helping our neighbors!
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TWO-FER TUESDAY UPDATE
Amazing and compassionate people showed up and donated to Two-Fer Tuesday on February 23rd to
help the Hopi's with warm clothes, firewood and pellets. We estimate that we will need three trailers
and four trucks to get all the supplies to the Hopi's ! We appreciate Cafe Jose and the Sedona United
Methodist Church, too.
A special thanks to our volunteers: Robin Briggman, Barbara Quayle, Susie Hayden, Donna Cole,
Ruthie Parsons, Melanie Young, Bruce and Kat Bramblett, Mike and Christine Schroeder, and Tish
Denney and Taylor. Thanks, too, to our big-hearted and generous monetary donors, the Steinbrunners
and the Harris twins.
Just LOOK what our God can do through people who donate, serve and help fund an effort to bless
"the least of these our brothers" (Matthew 25:34-40). "BE the miracle!" Indeed.
Go bless you all,
Andrea Kadar

WE HAVE BASHAS
COMMUNITY CARDS
AVAILABLE!
These cards are easy to use when you buy your
groceries AND it helps out the church at the same
time. Just load the card at the register with a
monetary amount before you check out, use it to pay
for your groceries, and the church gets 6% of your
purchases automatically!

We have reloadable cards in the office
with a value of $10.
PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE IF YOU’D LIKE TO
PURCHASE A CARD

SATURDAY,

MARCH 6TH at 8 a.m.
AT SUMC IN
FELLOWSHIP HALL
Featuring Bob Shuman & A Cornel of
Verde Valley Search & Rescue

COVID PROTOCOLS IN PLACE
Bring a Can of Food for
the Food Bank
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March Celebrations

1
1
3
3
14
15
21
23
25
25
31

Kathy Decker
Carol Keller
Doug Hersey
Ken Trout
Philip Bickhardt
Alma Enyeart
Robert Ferkin
Bruce Bramblett
Jean Givler
Bob Holiday
George Dana

9 George & Carol Welsh
20 Joyce & Ted Kohan

HOLY WEEK ACTIVITES
March 28, Sunday—Palm Sunday, 9:30 a.m.
Join us as we celebrate Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.
April 1st Thursday—Maundy Thursday’s Holy Communion
We will be offering a short service at 6 p.m. which will include
music & Holy Communion as we remember the Last Supper.
April 2nd, Friday—Good Friday Service at 7 p.m.
A powerful service of remembrance as we experience Jesus’ last hours
of his earthly life.
April 4th, Sunday—Easter Sunday, Sunrise at 6:30 a.m. and
Traditional Service at 9:30 a.m.
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Worship for March
at 9:30 a.m.
IF YOU ARE NOT READY TO
ATTEND IN PERSON, YOU
CAN VIEW OUR WORSHIP
SERVICES ONLINE.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE

Prayers
Please pray for these churches:
City Square UMF, Phoenix
Community Church of Buckeye
Dove of the Desert UMC, Glendale

WWW.SEDONAUMC.ORG
TO ACCESS THE SERVICE

Usher Schedule for March
March 7

If you are unable to view the
services on the internet, we do
have the ability to make a DVD
of the worship service you can
play at home. Please contact
the church office.

Ushers:

March 14
Ushers:

Like us on Facebook!

Jack Ross, Rick Brothers,
Denny Decker, Don Reilly

March 21
Ushers:

TITHES AND OFFERINGS CAN
ALSO BE MADE THROUGH THE
WEBSITE OR YOU CAN MAIL YOUR
DONATIONS TO THE CHURCH.

Terry Sidwell, Susan Carder,
Mike Givler, Jean Givler

Terry Sidwell, Susan Carder,
Mike Givler, Jean Givler

March 28 (Palm Sunday)
Ushers:

Jack Ross, Rick Brothers,
Denny Decker, Don Reilly

Website: www.sedonaumc.org
Check out: Sunday Sermons online; Online
Prayer Requests; A Photo Gallery
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN
Currently be offered Via Zoom on Sunday
mornings at 10:30 a.m. See website for info.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m.
All men are invited. This group now studying
1 Corinthians. Currently this group is meeting
Via Zoom. See Website for link.

ANNA’s CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
Every Thursday at 9:45 a.m.
NOW MEETING IN PERSON in the
Fellowship Hall to allow for social
distancing— masks also required.
Jan Shuman 928-203-0586
rtshuman@hotmail.com
Christian Education Coordinator

LENTEN STUDY 2021 CONTINUES
Tuesdays through March 30
10:30 a.m. via Zoom and
2:30 p.m. In-Person at The Gathering Place
1835 W State Rte 89A Ste 5, West Sedona

Sometimes our lives are in such disarray we can’t envision a way through to redemption.
But when we look at the mess through the eyes of Christ, we not only find redemption, we
can clearly see spiritual restoration. In Restored, author Tom Berlin encourages us to
reflect and meditate through our own brokenness, showing us that it is only when we
focus on the cross as a place to surrender control that we can leave our mess and find true
redemption. This 6-week study uses Scripture, devotional tools, and the writings of
Ignatius of Loyola, John of the Cross, St. Augustine, John Wesley, Evelyn Underhill, and
others,
Sessions include:
This Is a Real Mess
Who Left This Mess?
Bless This Mess
No Messing Around
Address This Mess
6. The Message in the Mess
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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Easter Flowers 2021
To decorate our Sanctuary
for Easter, the Worship Team is
again making flowers available to
purchase for $10 each.

_____________________________________________________

We were sorry to report
the passing of Jim Pryke on
February 26th. We will
miss Jim as he was such an
important part of this
community and to our
church. He held numerous
positions at the church
over the years and loved
singing in our choir and
leading our Men’s Bible
Study.

In Memory of _________________________________________

Well done, good and
faithful servant

To purchase the flowers, please fill out this form and
return it to the church office or drop it in the offering
plate, along with cash or check, payable to SUMC on or
before March 28th.

Your Name ___________________________________________

In Honor of ___________________________________________

____________________________________________________

# of Plants ________ at $10 each

Total $___________

HUGE COMMUNITY PARKING LOT SALE
At Sedona United Methodist Church

Saturday, April 24, 2021
NEW AND USED ITEMS FOR SALE
Watch for more details
Call Denny Decker if you would like to sell items, (925) 395
395--7895
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COMMITTEE CORNER
Trustees: Thanks to the Trustees who continue to take care of our church property.
They are always fixing something or helping with sanitization on Sunday mornings .

The Missions Committee: We are looking for volunteers to pack the weekend
bags for our students in April and May. We continue collecting items for Hope House
and SAGAP. See page 4.

The Worship Committee: Easter Flower orders can be taken through 3/28.
You can print the form from the newsletter or pick one up on the office. We hope
you will take advantage of the Holy Week Services!

With Holy Week and Easter approaching, remember to invite, pick up, and
bring someone to our services. Thanks to Cheryl Henriksen who keeps our
Website and Facebook up to date with our services, bible studies and announcements and comes up with clever ways to attract new people!

The SET team: Our annual Parking Lot Sale will go on this year! The
date has been set for April 24th so start saving your stuff! Denny Decker will
once again help with the coordination of this event so if you’d like to participate, please let him know. Watch for the sign up board!

CARING LAY MINISTRY TEAM: Led by Janie McDaniel, this team is so important in
reaching out to our most vulnerable. They are such a support to Pastor Fred. They continue
to reach out to our most vulnerable and have been kept busy lately with many of our
congregants in need. THANK THIS TEAM SO MUCH—THEY ARE CONSTANTLY PRAYING
FOR YOU!
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Valentine’s Greetings were delivered to our homebound congregants
provided by our SET team. Thanks to our deliverers: Cheryl & Tim
Henriksen, Bonnie Fletcher, Joyce Kohan, Bernadette Bovee’, and
Pastor Fred and Jenny.

“The Valentine's package from SUMC that we received last week cheered
and lifted spirits. The people who prepared and/or delivered the bags are
much appreciated. “ Alma Enyeart

“Thank you for the valentine bag that was delivered to our home. We are
blessed to be a member of such a loving and caring congregation. We miss
seeing you on Sundays, but we enjoy the Pastor Fred’s messages on tv.” Love
from us both, Annie &a Barney Garrison.

Pastor Fred was blessed with Valentines
from our Sunday School children—
Scarlett, Rhett, Morgan and Reid.
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Get Connected and Stay Connected
928-282-1780

sedonaumc.az@gmail.com

sedonaumc.org

You asked for it! — Electronic Giving
By popular demand SUMC now offers you the ability to make your
tithe and offering donations using your debit or credit card on our
website—www.sedonaumc.org

Sedona United Methodist Church
Mission Statement
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all people,
Worshiping God joyfully, Caring for each person, Discovering Christ’s
transforming love, and Serving God’s world.

Vision Statement
To share the happiness that is Christianity for all people.
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