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4th of July Greetings to our SUMC Family & Friends,
“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment to improve the world.”
– Anne Frank
One Day after the terrorist attacks in New York, Washington ad Pennsylvania, a man stood on the street
of a foreign country with an American flag and a sign. I didn’t really have time to look; I was busy and
in a state of shock over the recent events. Yet something compelled me to stop. What did this man want
to say about my country? Would I have to defend mom, apple pie and rock ‘n’ roll so far from home? I
crossed the street. On his sign were four simple words I will never forget: “Wir alle sind Amerikaner.”
The country was Switzerland, and it is my second home. It is also stubbornly neutral and not even a
member of the United Nations. Also neutral, in his own way, is Erwin Handschin, the man with the
American flag and the sign. Not a member of any political party, union or club he has never been to
America and doesn’t even speak English. This country and this man do not take positions, generally
speaking. But on September 12, 2001, Herr Handschin woke up near Zurich and felt compelled to hold a
one-man demonstration. Walking the streets of the largest Swiss city, he carried an American flag over
his shoulder and a sign that proclaimed, “Wir alle sind Amerikaner.” Many people congratulated him or
clapped their approval. Because I speak German, I knew immediately what the words meant, but their
deeper meaning only became clear a few minutes later.
I introduced myself and a conversation developed. The sixty-year-old had gotten up early that morning
and written his feelings down on a piece of paper. He wanted to show that his heart went out to Americans, that he had compassion for them in their time of grief and confusion. As we talked, the deeper
meaning of his sign became apparent to me: What America stands for is what most people everywhere
stand for. The spirit and the ideals of our country are what is best about being human. They are what
men and women all over the world envy and identify with: freedom, democracy, courage, compassion.
And yes, even rock ‘n’ roll.
Today, the streets in Zurich are more or less back to normal. Bankers, barons, businessmen walk these
nobel strassen. Neutrality is secure. But as I stroll through the city these days, Erwin’s nonneutral
words accompany me: “We are all Americans”. It is one reason why our country will prevail.
The evening after this one-man demonstration, Erwin went back to his apartment, cooked some dinner
and went to bed around midnight. He didn’t sleep right away; instead, he lay in bed and thought to himself, “today you did something good, something that embodies the spirit of people everywhere.” Indeed
you did, Erwin. We are all Americans. – Arthur Bowler, Chicken Soup for the American Soul
(Message continued on page 2)
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As I write this article this month, tears are streaming down my
face—unfortunately not tears of joy—but tears of heartbreak.
Tears of heartbreak as I think of the division that reigns in so
many of our American communities, and among so many American people. Tears of heartbreak as I see neighbor not loving
neighbor but neighbor tearing their neighbor down. I think of
the division and harm that has fallen on our cities, I think of the
countless lives being torn apart and taken on the streets of once
great cities like Chicago, New York, Seattle, Minneapolis, and
others—especially the lives of innocent children who are
becoming victims of the horrific hatred, violence, and evil.
I have preached on “Love of Neighbor” so much in recent weeks
and months—so much so I would imagine you all are growing
weary and tired of this message. And as I look around even our
local community it feels so much like my words are wasted,
words meant to affect change but having so little effect. Words
that Jesus gave as His Greatest Commandment to us before leaving this world. Words I believe he stressed because He knew this
would truly be our greatest challenge in our own lives.
And just as I begin to fall into the depths of feeling there is just
no hope and why bother, this book “Chicken Soup for the Soul of
America” called to me from the bookshelf in my office and this
letter about “Four Simple Words” renewed my hope and creates
in me a new found hunger to open my grandmothers bible and
fill my soul with love, joy, hope and peace that comes through
faith in Jesus Christ. I hear anew those words from my savior’s
lips from Hebrews 13:5 “Never will I leave you; never will I
forsake you.”
And I also remember that though America may not be perfect,
she certainly is the best place upon this earth to live and love
and have abundant hope and opportunity which hits very close
to home as Jenny and I get ready to welcome our first grand
baby. Happy Birthday America—and thank you for the ability to
live in the amazing freedom of God’s grace that you truly afford
each and every one of us. It is the reason that so many, even
those from distant lands like a sixty-year-old man named Erwin
would share “Four Simple Words—We Are All Americans” in the
true spirit of what this means, we are also all Children of God,
words that none of us should ever forget.
May God Bless America and all of creation!
Grace & Peace,

Pastor Fred
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Letters from our Congregation
During this time of isolation, we get letters from our caring congregation expressing their
gratitude. Below is one we are sharing from Lee Conrad with her permission:
It occurred to me that no church anywhere else distributes crosses just like the ones that our
church gives to newcomers. It is a miniature of the one in our church [sanctuary]. I decided
to put mine on during the viewing of Pastor’s message on my computer during this unusual
time.
Lo and behold! In his Father’s Day sermon he discussed the cross hanging above our altar.
He spoke of the artist, Joyce Killebrew-Barnett, who is a member of our church. She had
talked of the varied rocks she had chosen to form it. They had different colors, shapes, and
strengths.
When the light is turned on before it, a glow of a heart appears around it. We had called it
serendipity. Pastor says that it is a gift from God to represent the love that the unity of our
church becomes. Of course!
I will continue to wear my cross as I worship from my rocking chair. I am not alone!
—-Lee Conrad

These miniature crosses are formed by Joe Huff, then painted by volunteers and our
Welcome Team. Over 1000 crosses have been made, given to first time guests, and
purchased. We even get requests from visitors who have been given one and want more to
give to their home town friends. It is a message of our brokenness, our uniqueness, and
our diversity being brought together in unity through the love of Christ. What a message
we need today! If you’d like one, please contact the church office and you can purchase a
pendant for $10 or a necklace for $15.
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NAOMI HOUSE
(ON THE NAVAJO
RESERVATION)
DONATIONS WERE
DROPPED OF ON
JUNE 24TH BY
KATHY ROTH OF
OUR MISSIONS
TEAM. THANK
YOU FOR YOUR
GENEROSITY.
PATTY WITH ABIDE HOUSE DROPPED BY TO PICK UP
YOUR DONATIONS OF BABY CLOTHES AND DIAPERS.
THEIR SUPPLY WAS GETTING SO LOW AND SHE WAS
EXTREMELY GRATEFUL FOR YOUR GENEROSITY!

Thanks so much to the 40+ "blessings" that prayed
with us in front of the Sedona Police Station on
June 22nd to encourage our Sedona police officers.
We appreciate our police so much and we are so
grateful to those of you who showed up in support.
— Andrea Kadar
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NEWS FROM MISSIONS
Sedona Community Dinner will be handed out on July 20 by our Missions Team.
DeNise Bowers and our Missions Team were at Clark’s in the VOC on Monday, June 22 to
participate in their Non-Profit Monday benefitting SUMC’s SAGAP program. Thank you to so
many of you that came in to shop and drop off your receipts. Unfortunately, we won’t know
the results of these efforts for a couple more weeks.
A MESSAGE FROM RAINBOW ACRES:
Thank you for your love, compassion and generosity for the Ranchers! Today we are in a great
battle with COVID 19! The full knowledge of my responsibility for the well-being of 89
Ranchers and 72 employees has never been as real as it is now. We must be courageous in our
fight, but we cannot do this alone—We need each other! With Summer being the lowest
season of the year for charitable giving, will you consider a gift to help us care for the Ranchers
with your Stimulus Funds? I don’t know what we would do without you. You are essential to
our strength and your compassionate concern and generosity make all the difference in the
lives of women and men who discover hope and purpose in life at Rainbow Acres.
With a humble heartfelt gratitude, thank you—Gary W. Wagner, President & CEO
More information about Rainbow Acres is available in the church office, please call us.
The “Stimulus Giving Challenge” was
brought to us by Jon Boothe of The
Verde Valley Young Life Group. For
those who aren’t in dire need of all
the stimulus relief they receive, here
is a perfect opportunity to help those
struggling in the midst of the
COVID19 crisis.
ARE YOU UP FOR THE CHALLENGE?
Thank you to those who have
participated in this challenge and let
us know what you have done! Keep
up the good work.
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Assisting in Worship for
July at 9:30 a.m.
PLEASE VIEW OUR
WORSHIP SERVICES ONLINE.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.SEDONAUMC.ORG
TO ACCESS THE SERVICE AND
FOR REOPENING UPDATES.
If you are unable to view the
services on the internet, we do
have the ability to make a DVD
of the worship service you can
play at home. Please contact
the church office.

Prayers
Please pray for these churches:
Lakeview UMC, Sun City
Liberty UMC, Buckeye
Maranatha UMF, Phoenix
Mission Bell UMC, Glendale

2020 Fellowship Teams
JUNE — Missions
JULY — Choir
AUGUST — Welcome Team
SEPTEMBER — Christian
Education & Library Team
OCTOBER — Nominating
Committee
NOVEMBER — Trustees
DECEMBER— Lay Members

It is with great pleasure
that we announce a
weekend of celebration
in acknowledgement of
our church’s Ruby anniversary the weekend of

TITHES AND OFFERINGS CAN
ALSO BE MADE THROUGH
THE WEBSITE OR YOU CAN
MAIL YOUR DONATIONS TO
THE CHURCH.
Like us on Facebook!

October 16th-18th, 2020. A special team of
motivated volunteers is working hard to plan a
most special and memorable occasion so
please mark your calendars now so that you
will be able to participate in this joyful celebration. Details will be forth
coming!
Website: www.sedonaumc.org
Check out: Sunday Sermons online; Online
Prayer Requests; A Photo Gallery
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July Celebrations

4
5
7
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11
12
20
21
21
24
25
28
29
30
31

Barb Chandler
Bill Bladt
Dawn Bush
Vern Balgemann
Marianna Waak
Caroline Williamson
Vicki Beckner
Cheryl Henriksen
Patricia DiMillo
Jan Hofmann
Loyd Barnett
Sean Carder
Bob Martin
Sandy Hansen
Janie McDaniel

26

Willi & Marianna Waak

VIRTUAL FELLOWSHIP
Since we have to miss our normal BBQ this year, how about a virtual one!
Join us on Sunday, July 5th at 12:30 p.m. on Zoom and we can celebrate
together! Have a cook out and bring us along. Go to the website,
sedonaumc.org, to click on the link to join in the fellowship time. If you
don’t have a computer, you can join us by phone and listen in and talk.
(Watch for an email or call the office for information)
And don’t forget to wear your red, white and blue!
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SUSPENDED

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN at 9:45a.m.
Offered Sunday mornings.

CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
UNTIL WE ANNA’s
Every
at 9:45 a.m.
AREThursday
B
A
C
K
IN THE BUI
This women’s group meets in the
LDINconference
room. They are
G

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in the
conference room.
All men are invited. This group now studying
the Book of Romans

(MEETING VIA ZOOM!)

currently studying the book of
Lamentations

Jan Shuman 928-203-0586
rtshuman@hotmail.com
Christian Education Coordinator

COMING NEXT MONTH!
A new bible study will be starting in August using Lee Strobel’s “The Case for Christ”.
These will be held on Zoom again (unless things change and we can get together in
person) on Tuesdays at 10;30 a.m. on dates to be announced.
“The Case for Christ Official Movie Study Kit will help your
groups discover the real evidence of Jesus' death and resurrection. Both believers and seekers will be touched by the true
story of an award-winning investigative journalist - and
avowed atheist (Lee Strobel) - who applies his well-honed
journalistic and legal skills to disprove the newfound Christian
faith of his wife with unexpected, life-altering results. “

Watch for more details!

Caring Lay Ministry Team
Our Caring Lay Ministry team continues to assist Pastor Fred in contacting and praying for
our most vulnerable members. If you know someone who needs assistance or prayer,
please let us know by calling or emailing the church office. If we haven’t reached you,
please give one of us or the church a call, we’d love to hear from you!
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NEED AN UPPER ROOM OR
A MASK?
We have a supply of the July-August
Upper Rooms available at the church.
There is a supply outside the front
door of the church available Tues—
Thurs 9am—4pm or if you call the
office we can mail you a copy. We
also still have some
cloth masks available
at the door sewn by
Kathy Roth & Joyce
Kohan.

DO YOU HAVE ANY EXTRA
CANNING JARS?

Looking for 1/2 pint and pint canning
jars and rings. Please leave at church or I
will pick up
Thank you, Suzie Dunn

SUMC now has a “Joy Hotline” where you
can submit your joys to our church office.
Go to the website at www.sedonaumc.org
and click on the icon shown above. Then
complete the spaces to submit your joy!
You may also email them to
sedonaumc.az@gmail.com.
Thanks to Cheryl Henriksen who came up
with this idea after hearing Pastor Fred’s
sermon. Genius!

Family Movie Night
Suspended until we
can meet again.

Suspended until we can
meet again!
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COMMITTEE CORNER
NEW UPDATES
Trustees: Our Trustees remain busy renovating/updating our Fellowship Hall. The
bathrooms are being retiled, painted and updated (you won’t recognize it!) They take
turns doing different stages of renovation. The Mason Cross has been erected up
beyond the columbarium! (See Page 12 ) A dedication ceremony will be scheduled when
we have been given clearance to have gatherings. Thank you trustees for your dedication.

The Missions Committee: We had successful missions in June, see Page 4 for updates.
Thank you to all those participated in our collections and at the SAGAP day at Clark’s. Our
next scheduled date to supply dinner for the Sedona Community Dinner is on July 20th.

The Worship Committee: We continue to thank Mike Schroeder, Jeff Dunn
and Ken Knaus for their direction and expertise with our on-line worship. Their
continued support is priceless in reaching out to our congregation. Our Music
Team met to try and provide a more diverse service online until we can get back in
the sanctuary for worship.

We want to thank all of you for reaching out to your neighbors and friends during
the time of social distancing. The “church” is so much more than the building and
you have shined! Thanks to Cheryl Henriksen who keeps our Website and Facebook up to date with our services, bible studies and announcements. (What
would we do without her!)
Don’t forget to Like Us on Facebook! We have 225 followers now! Also rate
us on Google!

Not on Facebook? No worries, you can still get all of the latest information about
SUMC’s events, weekend opportunities, and Pastor Fred’s weekly articles by
subscribing to the website’s blog by email. Just go to www.sedonaumc.org, scroll
to the bottom of the page and enter your email address and click subscribe. It’s
easy!
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COMMITTEE CORNER
NEW UPDATES
The SET team: With events cancelled we are still working behind the scenes to
plan activities once we get the go ahead. See our virtual Red, White & Blue BBQ
on Zoom to be held July 5th. (See Page 7)

Christian Ed Committee: Jan Shuman continues to try and engage the children by
mailing activities for them to complete. She is also including ZOOM Sunday School starting
this month. Thank you Jan for organizing and keeping our children engaged! A new adult
study will start in August. (See page 8)

Sedona Area Gap Asist Program. MONETARY AND ITEM
DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED. ITEMS DONATED TO SAGAP WILL
BE DISPERSED THROUGH THE SEDONA FOOD BANK. This program is
to help those currently on assistance with those items not covered by
state programs (hygiene products, cleaning products, diapers, over
counter medicines, paper products.). For inquiries or if you’d like to be apart of this team,
please use the new email: sagap.blessings@gmail.com or see DeNise Bowers. WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR BUSINESS TO PLACE OUR CONTAINERS AT. IF YOU FIND YOU HAVE AN
ABUNDANCE OF CLEANING/PAPER PRODUCTS AFTER THE COVID 19 CRISIS—CONSIDER
DONATING THEM TO SAGAP AT THE CHURCH!

CARING LAY MINISTRY TEAM: The support group for Grief and Life’s Changes with
Accord Hospice was suspended until we can get the all clear to start back up. With Sedona
Haven on lockdown as well as Sedona Winds Assisted Living, we are unable to do our
Worship Service until they reopen. The Alzheimer’s Support Group is also on hold until
meetings can be held again. However, our CLM team continues to reach out by phone to
those in need!

HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO SERVE?
SUMC is always looking for help on one of their teams. Prayerfully consider serving on one of our
ministry teams: Stewardship Team, Trustees, Welcome Team, Christian Education, Congregational
Care / Wellness /Prayer Ministries, Missions and Outreach, Special Events/Fellowship, Worship
Team, Communications, Helping Hands, Reaching New People, Finance, Endowment, Columbarium,
and Library Team. YOU MAY BE JUST WHAT WE’VE BEEN PRAYING FOR!

Please contact Pastor Fred if you are interested in serving
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Renovations on the Fellowship Hall
Bathrooms continue. Thank you to
our trustees who work so hard around
the church. Their dedication to the
church is unsurpassed!

PLACEMENT OF THE AIRPORT MASON CROSS
AT SUMC ON JUNE 26TH
Thank you to D & O Crane Company who donated the crane and also to our own A-Team,
Dr. Rick Brothers, Christian Peterson, Jeff Dunn and Jack Ross!
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WHEN WILL THE CHURCH REOPEN?

UPDATES FROM OUR BISHOP ON JUNE 24, 2020
As we continue to wait for a pattern of decline in infections and deaths, our United Methodist
Churches must continue to suspend in-person worship and group gatherings of any size.
In the past two weeks, there have been concerns raised about specific situations being faced by
churches. Consequently, new for this UPDATE are three exceptions to the restrictions as we continue
in Pre-Phase 1. Beginning today, Wednesday, June 24, 2020, with the consent of your District Superintendent, these exceptions are allowed:
1. For worship planning, preparations, live streaming or recording in the church building, no more

than 5 persons may be present at the same time in the same space. Strict adherence to the safety precautions in accordance with your church’s re-opening plan must be observed. These should include but are not limited to observing physical distancing, washing hands frequently, wearing masks,
cleaning and disinfecting touched surfaces such as the pulpit, podium, no sharing of microphones.
2. Food pantries and clothing centers that are ministries of caring and compassion offered by the

church in response to the needs of the hungry in the community may resume following strict nocontact safety guidelines.
3. Child care and pre-schools may reopen following your church’s reopening plan and CDC, state and

local guidelines. This exception includes both third-party, non-UMC as well as church-sponsored child
-care and pre-schools.
Although we are not yet ready to enter Phase 1, these exceptions are being offered as we work together to stop the spread of the Coronavirus and in order to allow churches to respond to humanitarian
need in your communities. If you would like to request an exception, please submit a request to your
District Superintendent along with your team plan for re-opening if not previously submitted.
Other than these exceptions, as we continue to wait for a pattern of decline in infections and deaths,
our Desert Southwest Conference United Methodist Churches must continue to suspend in-person
worship and group gatherings of any size, except for those churches that have received permission for
the three exceptions mentioned above.
As I write this update, I am deeply concerned about the real possibility of a spike due to a large gathering that occurred yesterday [June 23]. Contrary to the advice of our medical, and scientific experts,
many persons are letting our guard down, ignoring physical distancing, and forgoing facial coverings
when in public. I ask you to please be a part of the solution, not part of the problem. Think of others
around you, especially the most vulnerable, and help protect them from being infected. Pray unceasingly for an end to this pandemic, give thanks for those who are working on the front lines, and for
those who are battling COVID-19.
Perhaps this is the time when we remind ourselves that those who wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength. In time, we shall be able to come together and greet one another in person in Christ’s love.
But until then, let us wait with patience.
In Christ,
Bishop Bob
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Desert Southwest Annual Conference Updates
“At such a time as this”
Last Saturday [June 13th] clergy and laity gathered from around the conference to meet all day in our
first online Annual Conference. We took time to take care of the business of the Annual Conference.
There was also time to worship and reflect. We reflected on the events happening right now in our
world through the eyes of our faith. Racism diminishes the life of a person created in the image of God
and dishonors the diversity that God intentionally designed in the created order. In Christ, we are one
family. As Paul said in Galatians 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek; there is neither slave nor free;
nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” The Appointive Cabinet shared an
important statement on racism that. we want to share with all of you. Please take some time to read
that statement below [See Page 15]. I hope you will join with us and with others in our conference as we
consider the calling of our baptismal vows and the sin of systemic racism.

Nancy Cushman, West District Superintendent
Several pieces of legislation which were submitted for consideration at Annual Conference were referred to the
Covenant Council:
 A resolution and a petition regarding the treatment of asylees were considered together and approved.
 A resolution and a petition regarding the treatment of immigrants were also approved.
 A resolution to publish compensation information of retired clergy appointed to churches in the DSC in the
Conference Journal was passed.
 A resolution addressing the DSC Budget was referred as amended to a task force.
 The Budget for 2021 was adopted as amended.
 And a resolution to add the observance of Juneteenth as an official Conference holiday was passed.

Annual Conference 2020 Mission Project
In conjunction with the Annual Conference we always offer a Mission Project to the congregations. This year’s mission project centered on helping the Navajo Nation during the COVID-19
crisis with water support. At the time of the Annual Conference, it was reported that the Desert
Southwest Conference had collected $30,400 in donations from it’s churches!
We are happy to say that Sedona United Methodist Church has given almost $1500
between donations from you, Missions Committee, and those that have given online.
Your generosity is beyond measure. Thank you!
SUMC was also recognized for paying 100% of it’s
apportionments during 2019. This is because of
your continued dedication and support of SUMC
throughout the year with your tithes and offerings.
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THE COMMITMENT OF THE APPOINTIVE CABINET TO END RACISM
Our Commitment to the people of the Desert Southwest Conference:
1. We will awaken to ways we have not fully lived our baptismal vows through a process of
listening, learning and prayerful reflection. Following the guidance from the Conference
Commission on Religion and Race and the Ethnic Local Church Concerns Committee the appointive cabinet will:
a. Participate in the Implicit Bias course offered through GCORR.
b. Complete the Intercultural Development Inventory assessment.
c. Engage in Intentional Listening Sessions with our pastors of color and our white pastors.
d. Engage in the book study of White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About
Racism by Robin Diangelo.
e. Engage in the book study of How to Be an Anti-racist by Ibram X. Kendi.
f. Commit to meet with the Conference Commission on Religion and Race (CCORR) and the Ethnic Local Church Concerns Committee (ELCC) to listen, learn and discuss ways to enhance the
work we are called to do.
2. We will actively walk in the waters of our baptism through the following commitments:
a. We affirm and support the development of a conference initiative to end racism led by a coalition of the Conference Commission on Religion and Race, the Ethnic Local Church Concerns
Committee and the Conference Board of Church and Society. We commit to participating in the
work of this coalition and the initiative for transformation it presents.
b. We commit to implementing the process presented in the Learning from Strangers and Meeting God at the Boundaries curriculum as we give better attention to cross racial/cross cultural
appointments.
c. We commit to developing more effective ways to enable persons of color to move into places
of leadership as pastors in our churches.
d. We commit to partnering with the Conference Commission on Religion and Race (CCORR)
and the Ethnic Local Church Concerns Committee (ELCC), following their lead in a three-year
process to impact the culture in the Desert Southwest Conference.
e. We commit to having discussion with CCORR, ELCC and the extended cabinet to discern other
ways we may all be instruments of justice and transformation.
f. We commit to participating in the Conference campaign – calling us to flood social media with
a common message denouncing the sin of systemic racism.
The Appointive Cabinet is aware of our need always to listen deeply to diverse voices, moving
toward a new day as the people of God. The steps presented are only first steps in, what we
commit to you, will be a more fully developed plan to enabling all of us to walk together in the
waters of our baptism – accepting the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, injustice,
and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves.
We ask for your prayers and your partnership.

This is an excerpt of the commitment from the Appointive Cabinet, for the full statement
and more information, visit dscumc.org.
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You asked for it! — Electronic Giving
By popular demand SUMC now offers you the ability to make your
tithe and offering donations using your debit or credit card on our
website—www.sedonaumc.org

Sedona United Methodist Church
Mission Statement
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all people,
Worshiping God joyfully, Caring for each person, Discovering Christ’s
transforming love, and Serving God’s world.

Vision Statement
To share the happiness that is Christianity for all people.

16

