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Springtime Greetings to our SUMC Family & Friends,
We have been looking at Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances to His followers after being witness to
all of the Holy Week happenings and Easter highs and celebrations. Now what?—Now what do we do
with it all? Do we put it back on the shelf until next year? (Oh, how we pray next year will be different)
Or are we like those two disciples on that road to Emmaus who thought they were at an end to the
perilous journey they embarked on with Jesus—Instead, it led them to so much excitement and anticipation they were willing to run right back toward danger and the unknown on the oft chance that
Jesus might just show up again.
I ran across the following poem which led me to ponder the question, what if Jesus showed up at my
house?
IF JESUS CAME TO YOUR HOUSE
by Lois Blanchard Eades
If Jesus came to your house to spend a day or two If He came unexpectedly, I wonder what you'd do.
Oh, I know you'd give your nicest room to such an honored Guest,
And all the food you'd serve to Him would be the very best,
And you would keep assuring Him you're glad to have him there That serving Him in your own home is joy beyond compare.
But when you saw Him coming, would you meet Him at the door
With arms outstretched in welcome to your heavenly Visitor?
Or would you have to change your clothes before you let Him in?
Or hide some magazines and put the Bible where they'd been?
Would you turn off the radio and hope He hadn't heard?
And wish you hadn't uttered that last, loud, hasty word?
Would you hide your worldly music and put some hymn books out?
Could you let Jesus walk right in, or would you rush about?
And I wonder - if the Savior spent a day or two with you,
Would you go right on doing the things you always do?
Would you go right on saying the things you always say?
Would life for you continue as it does from day to day?
(Message continued on page 2)
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Would your family conversation keep up it's usual pace?
And would you find it hard each meal to say a table grace?
Would you sing the songs you always sing,
and read the books you read,
And let Him know the things on which your
mind and spirit feed?
Would you take Jesus with you everywhere you'd
planned to go?
Or would you, maybe, change your plans for just a day or so?
Would you be glad to have Him meet your very closest friends?
Or would you hope they'd stay away until His visit ends?
Would you be glad to have Him stay forever on and on?
Or would you sigh with great relief when He at last was gone?
It might be interesting to know the things that you would do
If Jesus Christ in person came to spend some time with you.
It might be interesting to contemplate what our reaction
might be if Jesus came to spend time with us. And I believe a
great opportunity to begin this time of discernment would be
by joining us for our latest Tuesday study (Irresistible by
Andy Stanley) which begins May 5th at 10:30am via ZOOM
as we attempt to “Reclaim the ‘NEW’ that Jesus Unleashed for
the World”. Call the Church Office if you need help setting
your computer up or if you have questions (928)282-1780.
Looking forward to seeing you all very soon (and we will!)—
But until then let us continue to reach out with our on-line
opportunities or via telephone. It is always good to hear your
voice, so do not hesitate to give us a call at the church office
just to say hello, or certainly if you should need anything. We
continue to be in prayer for each of you! – Stay Well & Stay
Safe.
Grace & Peace,
Pastor Fred
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IT’S NOT THE SAME HERE WITHOUT YOU,
BUT WE HAVE YOUR SPOT RESERVED! 2

ANDREA & DWIGHT KADAR CONTINUED THEIR
COMMUNITY MISSIONS PROJECTS WITH THEIR
TWO-FER TUESDAYS. ON APRIL 14TH PEOPLE
WERE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO DROP OFF
ITEMS WITHOUT EVEN GETTING OUT OF THE CAR!
IT WAS A UNBELIEVEABLE SUCCESS WITH 5 DROP
OFF LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT THE VERDE VALLEY
(ONE BEING SUMC) IN SUPPORT OF VERDE VALLEY
SANCTUARY AND STEPS TO RECOVERY.

HERE WAS THE UPDATE FROM
ANDREA:
“We were able to FILL
FOUR, count 'em, FOUR trucks
(even the inside seats) with donations for the Verde Valley
Sanctuary and Steps to Recovery in Sedona and in Cottonwood. Domestic violence victims and drug rehab. residents
who are trying to stay straight
and sane in this tough time are
so appreciative of your kindness and generosity.
JUST LOOK AT WHAT OUR
GOD CAN DO!”
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Maundy Thursday was presented on line as we
remembered the Last Supper with Jesus.

Good Friday was offered on line with a moving presentation of scriptures, visuals, and
candles as we walked through the last day
of Jesus’ life. Pastor Fred was busy this
week changing all the altar decorations! We
also displayed the Good Friday cross out in
the parking lot for all to view.

Thank you to Wayne Light who helped
convert the sanctuary for Easter Sunday.
The Sanctuary was beautiful—it was just
missing all of you! Pastor Fred and
Jenny rushed over on Easter Morning to
have the Resurrection Cross ready at
sunrise.
Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!
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On Easter Morning we had online fellowship via ZOOM!
What a blast and a great idea from Cheryl Henriksen. About
20 people logged on and we had a great time!

DID YOU GET TO PLAY THE “FIND THE BUNNY” GAME?
Cheryl posted pictures on our website for you to find the Easter Bunny at the church.
How did you do?
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Assisting in Worship for
May at 9:30 a.m.
PLEASE VIEW OUR
WORSHIP SERVICES
ONLINE UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE.

Prayers
Please pray for these churches:
First UMC, Phoenix
First UMC, Sun City
First UMC, Yuma

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.SEDONAUMC.ORG
TO ACCESS THE SERVICE.
Tithes and Offerings can
also be made through
the website or you can mail
your donations to the
church.

Like us on Facebook!

2020 Fellowship Teams
JANUARY —Usher Team
FEBRUARY — Finance
MARCH — Worship
APRIL — Congregational Care &
Wellness Team
MAY — SPRC
JUNE — Missions
JULY — Choir
AUGUST — Welcome Team
SEPTEMBER — Christian
Education & Library Team
OCTOBER — Nominating
Committee
NOVEMBER — Trustees
DECEMBER— Lay Members

Website: www.sedonaumc.org
Check out: Sunday Sermons online; Online
Prayer Requests; A Photo Gallery
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May Celebrations
Happy
Mother’s Day

May 10th

6
7
10
10
11
14
14
14
16
21
25
26
27
29
31

Shirley Vrieling
George Welsh
Gene Chandler
Fred Mast
Al Schneck
Liz Lukeman
Paco Luttrell
Jim Pryke
Kat Bramblett
Dixie Edwards
Jim Fletcher
Terry Sidwell
Kathy Roth
Rick Brothers
Megan Carder

10
14
25
28

Russell & Julie Dilts
Robert & Christine Ferkin
Mike & Jean Givler
Jim & Marlene Latham

NEED AN UPPER ROOM OR A MASK?
We have a supply of the May-June
Upper Rooms available at the
church. There is a supply outside
the front door of the church
available Tues-Thurs 9am—4pm
or if you call the office we can
mail you a copy. The Upper
Room has also offered the daily meditations online through June
30th at https://upperroom.org/devotionals. We also still have
some masks available at the door as well.

FAITH IN QUARANTINE: A LESSON FROM NOAH
Excerpts from an article written by: Jordan, Pastoral Care Team of KLOVE
He [Noah] and his family had to live for a year in a wooden box as there was chaos outside. They
wrestled with the struggles we are facing: boredom, loneliness and fear at how long the storm lasted.
We like to do big new things, but we often forget that God desires us to maintain the things he has
blessed us with. (Our family, our self, our pets, our home) In storms, time is often our biggest
enemy. I’m sure Noah and his family were sick of the rain after a week. This is where our faith is
really tested. But Noah and his family got through by continuing to focus on the work of maintaining
what God had given them and through hope that things would improve. Noah made a habit after the
rain stopped of sending out a bird to see if the water was subsiding (you can read all about this in
Genesis 7 and 8). This shows that he continued to trust in God knowing that God would not allow this
to go on forever. As this season stretches on, remember that it will not be forever and continue to
hope in God.

“For forty days, the floodwaters grew deeper, covering the ground and lifting the boat
7
high above the earth." Genesis 7:17

SUSPENDED

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN at 9:45a.m.
Offered Sunday mornings.

CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
UNTIL WE ANNA’s
Every
at 9:45 a.m.
AREThursday
B
A
C
K
IN THE BUI
This women’s group meets in the
LDINconference
room. They are
G

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in the
conference room.
All men are invited. This group now studying
the Book of Acts.

(MEETING VIA ZOOM!)

currently studying the book of
Lamentations

Jan Shuman 928-203-0586
rtshuman@hotmail.com
Christian Education Coordinator

NEW BIBLE STUDY STARTING MAY 5TH
A new study via ZOOM will start on May 5th for six weeks. We will be
using Andy Stanley’s “Irresistible”. “Once upon a time there was a
version of our faith that was practically . . . irresistible. But that was
then. Today we preach, teach, write, and communicate as if nothing has
changed. As if ‘the Bible says it’ still settles it.
It's time to hit pause on much of what we're doing and consider the
faith modeled by our first-century brothers and sisters who had no
official Bible, no status, and humanly speaking, little chance of survival.
What made their message so explosive, so defensible, so irresistible?
What did they know that we don't?”

Watch for the link to join in the study Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. or
go to the website, www.sedonaumc.org, to click on the link.

Family Movie Night
Suspended until we
can meet again.

Suspended until we can
meet again!
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Caring Lay Ministry Team
Our Caring Lay Ministry team continues to assist Pastor Fred in contacting and praying for
our most vulnerable members. If you know someone who needs assistance or prayer,
please let us know! If we haven’t reached you, please give us a call, we’d love to hear from
you!

NEWS FROM MISSIONS
We are scheduled to serve at the Sedona Community Dinner on May 18th. They have been
doing curbside pickup so a small group of us will be packing and handing out meals.
KATHY ROTH AND JOYCE KOHAN OF OUR MISSIONS TEAM
SEWED MASKS FOR US TO USE. LET US KNOW IF YOU NEED
ONE!

The “Stimulus Giving Challenge”
was brought to us by Jon Boothe
of The Verde Valley Young Life
Group. For those who aren’t in
dire need of all the stimulus relief
they receive, here is a perfect
opportunity to help those
struggling in the midst of the
COVID19 crisis.

Many people and non-profits are struggling in this
time. Consider giving to support some of the following
causes:
- Your local church
- Your local Young Life Area
- Your local food bank
- Your favorite non-profit
- A friend in need.

Are you up for the challenge?

Set some money aside for other needs as
they arrive, or help others in the future.
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COMMITTEE CORNER
NEW UPDATES
Trustees: Although we can’t get together, we want to thank individuals who have
helped during this past month: Tim Henriksen cut up branches, Bruce Bramblett & Bob
Williamson painted the Fellowship Hall Classroom, Jack Ross for work on the leaky
fountain in the Columbarium, many trustees painting the Parsonage and helping with
landscaping, working on the Mason Cross, and landscaping at the church. (All while
maintaining social distancing!)
The Missions Committee: Collection of SAGAP items are stalled due to the empty
shelves in the stores but once this recovers we hope to continue to supply items in need
with a container at Bashas and Clarks. We are also scheduled to supply dinner for the
Sedona Community Dinner on May 18th.

The Worship Committee: We continue to thank Mike Schroeder for his
wonderful recording and editing of our online Sunday Worship Services and to Jeff
Dunn and Ken Knaus for our special services in April. Their continued support is
priceless in reaching out to our congregation. We are still planning to have our first
service back as an Easter Celebration no matter what date it is so you are encouraged to order your flowers now. (See page 12)

We want to thank all of you for reaching out to your neighbors and friends during
the time of social distancing. The “church” is so much more than the building and
you have shined! Thanks to Cheryl Henriksen who keeps our Website and
Facebook up to date with our services, bible studies and announcements.
Don’t forget to Like Us on Facebook! We have 225 followers now! Also rate
us on Google!

Not on Facebook? No worries, you can still get all of the latest information about
SUMC’s events, weekend opportunities, and Pastor Fred’s weekly articles by
subscribing to the website’s blog by email. Just go to www.sedonaumc.org, scroll to
the bottom of the page and enter your email address and click subscribe. It’s easy!
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COMMITTEE CORNER
NEW UPDATES
The SET team: With events cancelled we are still working behind the scenes to
plan activities once we get the go ahead. Thanks to Cheryl Henriksen and the team
for all their wonderful ideas and direction.

Christian Ed Committee: Reports from the Shrove Tuesday’s Heifer International
Fundraiser shows a net proceed of $1014.76. As soon as we can get Sunday School back in
the building the children will make their animal choices for donation. A new six-week Bible
Study is beginning on May 5th via ZOOM. (see page 8)

Sedona Area Gap Asist Program. MONETARY AND ITEM
DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED. ITEMS DONATED TO SAGAP WILL
BE DISPERSED THROUGH THE SEDONA FOOD BANK. This program
is to help those currently on assistance with those items not covered by
state programs (hygiene products, cleaning products, diapers, over
counter medicines, paper products.). For inquiries or if you’d like to
be apart of this team, please use the new email: sagap.blessings@gmail.com or see DeNise
Bowers. IF YOU FIND YOU HAVE AN ABUNDANCE OF CLEANING/PAPER PRODUCTS AFTER
THE COVID 19 CRISIS—CONSIDER DONATING THEM TO SAGAP AT THE CHURCH!

CARING LAY MINISTRY TEAM: The support group for Grief and Life’s Changes with
Accord Hospice was suspended until we can get the all clear to start back up. With Sedona
Haven on lockdown as well as Sedona Winds Assisted Living, we are unable to do our
Worship Service until they reopen. The Alzheimer’s Support Group is also on hold until
meetings can be held again. However, our CLM team continues to reach out by phone to
those in need!

HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO SERVE?
SUMC is always looking for help on one of their teams. Prayerfully consider serving on one of our
ministry teams: Stewardship Team, Trustees, Welcome Team, Christian Education, Congregational
Care / Wellness /Prayer Ministries, Missions and Outreach, Special Events/Fellowship, Worship
Team, Communications, Helping Hands, Reaching New People, Finance, Endowment, Columbarium,
and Library Team. YOU MAY BE JUST WHAT WE’VE BEEN PRAYING FOR!

Please contact Pastor Fred if you are interested in serving
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YOU CAN STILL CONTINUE TO ORDER FLOWERS. NO MATTER WHAT DATE WE GET BACK
INTO THE BUILDING WE WILL BE HOLDING AN EASTER CELEBRATION! IF YOU’D LIKE TO
ORDER YOU CAN CUT THIS OUT AND MAIL IT TO THE OFFICE WITH YOUR $10 DONATION.

Easter Flowers 2020
To decorate our Sanctuary
for Easter, the Worship Team is
again making flowers available to
purchase for $10 each.
To purchase the flowers, please fill out this form and return it to the church office or drop it in the offering plate, along with cash or check, payable to SUMC.

Your Name _________________________________________________________

In Honor of
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

In Memory of
_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

Other
_____________________________________________________________________

# of Plants ________ at $10 each

Total $___________
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We want to thank the trustees and others who took time to
help with painting the outside of the parsonage. It was
done over four days with different sets of small crews
working on different parts the house. Thanks to Bruce
Bramblett, Bob Williamson, Jeff & Suzie Dunn, Christian
Peterson, Jack Ross, Dr. Rick Brothers, Glen Snowberger,
Michael Jacobs, and Ken Knaus. It looks wonderful!
God Bless You, Pastor Fred and Jenny

I want to thank you all so much for
your thoughtful messages, cards
and especially your prayers. I am
recovering well from the carotid
artery surgery, and I am very
grateful. All I have left to do is heal and regain my
energy. The surgery was successful and I praise the
Lord for His love and blessings.
Gail Martin

May 20th
In the Fellowship Hall
We are hoping to still hold this event.
They provide five health screenings.
To schedule, please call 1-800-229-0469.
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THE WELLNESS NOTES

May 2020
Recovering from COVID 19:
Thoughts Going Forward and a Poem that will Make You Smile
Since the onset of COVID 19, all of our lives have been Tested, Disheartened, and Changed. Some of us
have lost loved ones. We have been unable to travel and provide the emotional and physical care needed
by those friends and relatives suffering from isolation, loneliness, depression and economic deprivation.
Because of the viral pandemic, elective surgical procedures and routine medical care for the citizenry have
been curtailed. But all of these hindrances are simply tests by the Almighty! Americans rise to every
predicament that presents itself, because God has a plan. Faith and Perseverance are the answers! And
the virus came, trying to disrupt mankind, during Easter....one of the most religious times of the year! In
my reading, I came across this poem that enlightened Jane and I. It should be shared by all Christians.
Enjoy, ......because, "He Lives"!
Lyman R. Brothers, III M.D......"Dr. Rick"

How the Virus Stole Easter
By Kristi Bothur
T'was late in ‘19 when the virus began
Bringing chaos and fear to all people, each land.
People were sick, hospitals full,
Doctors overwhelmed, no one in school.
As winter gave way to the promise of spring,
The virus raged on, touching peasant and king.
People hid in their homes from the enemy unseen.
They YouTubed and Zoomed, social-distanced, and cleaned.
April approached and churches were closed.
“There won’t be an Easter,” the world supposed.
“There won’t be church services, and egg hunts are out.
No reason for new dresses when we can’t go about.”
Holy Week started, as bleak as the rest.
The world was focused on masks and on tests.
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“Easter can’t happen this year,” it proclaimed.
“Online and at home, it just won’t be the same.”
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
the days came and went.
The virus pressed on; it just would not relent.
The world woke Sunday and nothing had changed.
The virus still menaced, the people, estranged.
“Pooh pooh to the saints,” the world was grumbling.
“They’re finding out now that no Easter is coming.
“They’re just waking up!
We know just what they’ll do!
Their mouths will hang open a minute or two,
And then all the saints will all cry boo-hoo.
“That noise,” said the world,
“will be something to hear.”
So it paused and the world put a hand to its ear.
And it did hear a sound coming through all the skies.
It started down low, then it started to rise.
But the sound wasn’t depressed.
Why, this sound was triumphant!
It couldn’t be so!
But it grew with abundance!
The world stared around, popping its eyes.
Then it shook! What it saw was a shocking surprise!
Every saint in every nation, the tall and the small,
Was celebrating Jesus in spite of it all!
It hadn’t stopped Easter from coming! It came!
Somehow or other, it came just the same!
And the world with its life quite stuck in quarantine
Stood puzzling and puzzling.
“Just how can it be?”

“It came without bonnets,
it came without bunnies,
It came without egg hunts, cantatas,
or money.”
Then the world thought of something
it hadn’t before.
“Maybe Easter,” it thought, “doesn’t come
from a store.
Maybe Easter, perhaps, means a little bit more.”
And what happened then?
Well....the story’s not done.
What will YOU do?
Will you share with that one or two
or more people needing hope in this night?
Will you share the source of your
life in this fight?
The churches are empty - but so is the tomb,
And Jesus is victor over death, doom, and gloom.
So this year at Easter, let this be our prayer,
As the virus still rages all around, everywhere.
May the world see hope when it looks at
God’s people.
May the world see the church is not a building
or steeple.
May the world find Faith in Jesus’ death
and resurrection,
May the world find Joy in a time of dejection.
May 2020 be known as the year of survival,
But not only that Let it start a revival.”

He lives!
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You asked for it! — Electronic Giving
By popular demand SUMC now offers you the ability to make your
tithe and offering donations using your debit or credit card on our
website—www.sedonaumc.org

Sedona United Methodist Church
Mission Statement
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all people,
Worshiping God joyfully, Caring for each person, Discovering Christ’s
transforming love, and Serving God’s world.

Vision Statement
To share the happiness that is Christianity for all people.
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