Sedona United Methodist Church

SUM GOOD NEWS

June 2020
Greetings to our SUMC Family & Friends,
If there was a class in seminary that taught us “How to be a Pastor During a Pandemic”, I must have
missed that one. When it became very apparent that COVID-19 was a serious and dangerous threat
to our communities and people, I tried to find all the research I could on how to best react and help
keep this congregation safe and yet actively engaging in missions and ministries. I quickly found
there were no “how to” books on the subject.
This was new ground for pastors, church leaders, and congregants throughout the entire country.
There simply were no experts in dealing with something so totally unknown and disruptive to everyday life—look at the many differing opinions from the “experts”. Add to that, this disruption that
came at what many would believe was the worst of all times in the church year, Palm Sunday, Holy
Week and Easter. How could this be possible?
When we made the decision to close our buildings back in March, I could not have imagined we
would be heading into June with the buildings still locked up tight. And many questions surface,
“With churches closed, how can they minister in their communities when their communities need
them the most?” It is important to remember, as I have said from the beginning of this outbreak—
The building may be closed, but the church is certainly still open.
The church is a body of believers, and not a building. If the only mission of the church is to gather in a
place, then I believe we miss the main point of being the church. Scripture certainly points to the
importance of gathering together as community for times of worship, study, fellowship and growth
opportunities, that’s how we grow and recharge—But Jesus most certainly and emphatically said to
“go and make disciples,” and that happens out there, outside of our four walls!
Believe you me, we are all anticipating the day in which we will have the opportunity to gather
together (at the right time) to worship, fellowship, and celebrate the ways in which God is working
through all of us, and allowing for our growth in being the hands and feet of Jesus, even in, especially
in this time. While I certainly do not believe God sent this virus upon us, I do believe that God has and
will continue to take this terrible pandemic and glorify himself for good through our actions!
So many positives have come out of this time—We have improved our technological capabilities
reaching so many of our church family in other towns, states, and even countries. Many who are unable to attend for a variety of reasons can now be a part of our worship and studies. Some who do not
(Message continued on page 2)
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regularly attend or have a faith community they call home are
now attending services every week. People are picking up the
phone, writing emails, and letters contacting those who they
have really meant to contact but have just been too busy. Pray
time, scripture reading, and times of devotions have increased
for many. I sense a renewed kindness, love and concern for
neighbors returning to our communities. And many in the
times of quiet, have discovered/rediscovered their relationship and dependence upon Jesus Christ.
Am I ready to reunite with this amazing church family and
community? YES I AM! We are working fervently on plans for
this to happen when the time is right! But my heartfelt prayer
is that the lessons we have learned amid the chaos will remain
with us long after the virus subsides. God reassures and gives
us this promise in Deuteronomy 31:6 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them (or it), for
the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor
forsake you.” God has certainly been very faithful in walking
with us (at times carrying us) through this uncertainty and
fear. And I have faith from the core of my very being that God
will continue to lead, guide, protect, and keep us today—and
all our days into the future.
I love you all, I am praying for you all, and look forward to
seeing you all very soon!
Grace & Peace,
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May 5th’s "Two-Fer Tuesday" was a big success, thanks to you!
Your generosity and kind attention to detail allowed us to buy and distribute 200 extra
McDonalds "thank you meal" $10 gift cards to law enforcement at Sedona, Cottonwood,
Clarkdale and Camp Verde P.D./Marshal's office, to the officers at the Detention Center
between Cottonwood and Camp Verde, and all of the officers from the
Yavapai Co. Sheriff's Department on our side of the mountain.
Thank you to all who participated. Once again, you proved that you could
"BE THE MIRACLE". Just LOOK at what our God can do!
Blessings to you all for your kindness, Andrea Kadar

McDonald's Sedona location for all to see that, behind some masks,
there are the smiling faces of our officers.
Many of the officers have told us this: they want to use their own gift card to treat
someone's stressed spouse, please someone's restless, bored child, encourage an unemployed friend who needs comforting, give a homeless person a meal, or share it with a
local resident who comes to the police station stressed, tense and feeling alone.
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Have some time on your hands?
Here is a great idea from Marianna Waak

I, being a relative of someone who fought in the Revolutionary War, first reacted to the edict to
self-quarantine by recalling the words of Patrick Henry of that era. He declared, "I know not
what course others may take; but as for me, give me liberty or give me death." Shortly, I realized that was a waste of energy, as everyplace that fed my soul was closed anyway. I joined the
ranks of "At Homers" by cleaning, taking a stab at completing projects, and became an expert
in conjecturing COVID-19 "what-ifs". After watching months worth of TV in a few weeks, one
of which was the "Life of Verde", composed of ten hours of viewing alone, I wondered if a new
direction was advisable.
I thought it valuable to consider my legacy. The largest obstacle to writing about ourselves is
the common but possibly false belief that no one will be interested, but how do we know? The
adult children and grandchildren of my grandparents who lived near them were mildly interested. I, the grandchild who lived thousands of miles away, was passionately interested. In learning about my relatives, especially from memorial pamphlets during the 1800 and early 1900's, I
discovered my identity.
Many of us have family members who know little about God, Jesus Christ, or the Bible. If we
don't write what we believe, how will they ever know? We can write what each of these mean
to us, what our favorite bible verse is and why. We can write of our nationalities, and our personalities. What are our favorite colors, art, literature, music, interests, recipes, work. We can
tell of our acts of service, our acts of kindness as examples, our humor, our gratitude, our fortitude as encouragement. God has a plan for our lives--let's share it!
By Marianna Waak

We have several memoirs in the church library that can be checked out written by Gene Chandler, Bob Jensen, Maude Johnson, Dick Deaver and Alice Stephenson.
On a personal note, I was recently cleaning out my parents house to sell and found writings
from my paternal grandmother that gave incite to her childhood and marriage to my grandfather. What a blessing that was to find such history and her thoughts on family and faith!
Jenny Mast
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NEWS FROM MISSIONS
A few of our Missions Team Members passed out about 50 dinners at the Sedona Community
Dinner on May 18th as those who wanted a meal did a drive by. Thank you to our Missions Team
for taking care of our community!

JUNE IS DIAPER AND CHILDREN’S CLOTHING DRIVE MONTH!
We will be collecting diapers, baby & toddler clothes (NB-3T) for the Abide House. And also children’s Summer clothes/shoes ages 4-16 for Naomi House on the Navajo Reservation. Naomi House
shows sizes 4T—Youth L, and Adult sizes for the older children L-XXL, Women’s size 6-10, Men’s
pants size 36. Shoes sized 9T, Youth 1-5, and Adult 7.5– 10.5. A donation Box will be placed outside
in the front church entrance Tuesday-Friday during office hours through the month of June.

SAGAP TO BENEFIT FROM CLARK'S NON-PROFIT MONDAY
Some time in June (date to be determined) Sedona Gap Assistance Program, administered by SUMC,
will be receiving 5% of Clark's Market Monday sales. This will enable the group to purchase hygiene
and cleaning products for distribution to Sedona Food Bank's clients. So stay tuned for the date to
be announced, and shop at Clark's on Mondays!

The “Stimulus Giving Challenge”
was brought to us by Jon Boothe of
The Verde Valley Young Life Group.
For those who aren’t in dire need
of all the stimulus relief they receive, here is a perfect
opportunity to help those struggling in
the midst of the COVID19 crisis.

Many people and non-profits are struggling in
this time. Consider giving to support some of the
following causes:
- Your local church
- Your local Young Life Area
- Your local food bank
- Your favorite non-profit
- A friend in need.

ARE YOU UP FOR THE CHALLENGE?
Thank you to those who have
participated in this challenge and
let us know what you have done!
Keep up the good work.
Set some money aside for other needs as
they arrive, or help others in the future.
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Desert Southwest Virtual Annual Conference
“At such a time as this”
June 12-13, 2020
Friday, June 12th, 10:00am-noon will be the Clergy Session
Friday, June 12th, 1-4pm will be the Laity Session
Saturday, June 13th, 9am-4pm Plenary Session

The live stream of Annual Conference, a virtual event using the Zoom webinar
format, will be available at www.dscumc.org/ac.

Annual Conference 2020 Mission Project
In conjunction with the Annual Conference we always offer a Mission Project to the congregations. This year’s mission project will center on helping the Navajo Nation during the COVID-19
crisis with water support.
Why should the people of the Desert Southwest Conference concern themselves with the
Navajo Nation? Among the many reasons: we are a people of faith who care for the vulnerable;
many of our churches send work teams to sites on the reservation for hands-on mission trips;
and we engage in ministry on the reservation, from Bible studies near Page to the United
Methodist Church presence in concert with the Four Corners Ministry.
But there is one painful event that is drawing our attention to mission. COVID-19. The virus is
devastating the Navajo. The greatest deterrent, simply washing our hands frequently, for many
is impossible. It is hard to wash hands without running water. Hospitals are few and not easily
traveled to. We cannot do much about the hospital access. We can help with water. With population dispersal throughout the region and the lack of accessibility to health care and water, as
with many parts of the country, we don’t for certain know how the virus has impacted the people.
Additionally, as Rev. Tweedy Sombrero, former chair of the Conference Committee on Native
American Ministries shared, “Part of the reason COVID is spreading so fast, culturally families
live in clusters and a handshake is very important. To greet one another with a handshake is
very important and then all of a sudden one cannot do this or see each other is devastating to
tribal members.”
The church can receive donations that will be put toward providing water where it is needed on
the reservation. Your donation can be mailed to Sedona United Methodist Church or can be
made electronically at the conference website, https://dscumc.org/blog/2020/04/30/water-for-the
-reservation/ . Please remember to indicate that this is for Mission Project 2020: Water!
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WHEN WILL THE CHURCH REOPEN?
We recently received guidelines and checklists from the Desert Southwest Conference in preparation of
reopening the church building in the future. Your SUMC leadership team has formed a re-opening committee to put in place the practices and procedures that the church will need to follow. Many of the items
we need have been ordered and/or received. Below is an summary of the Three Phases that has been
outlined by our Bishop. Approval from the Leadership Team and the District Superintendent is needed
before entering each phase under these guidelines. The more detailed version is available if you desire.

Phase 1
In-person worship continues to be suspended. Only those essential people needed for recording or live
streaming the service may gather (no more than 5 people) while maintaining personal protective measures
and staying at least 6 feet apart. No singing in-person at this time.
Church buildings and common areas should remain closed.

Phase 2
In-person worship may be conducted for groups of 50 or fewer people, maximum social distancing and
personal protection measures should be exercised. All vulnerable individuals should continue to worship from home and churches should make every effort to serve homebound individuals. No food service.
Church buildings and common areas that reopen must implement sanitizing and social distancing guidelines. Community groups, support groups, and other renters that meet must operate under moderate
physical distancing protocols. Weddings and memorial services may be conducted for groups of less than
50 following the guidelines for sanitizing, and avoid food service.

Phase 3
Regular church worship may resume and vulnerable populations may resume attending. Food fellowship
events may resume. Sanitation practices must remain in place.
Church buildings and common areas may resume normal regular practices with good sanitation and cleaning being maintained. Community groups, support groups, and other renters may resume regular
meetings and events. Weddings and memorial services may resume.
UPDATES FROM OUR BISHOP ON MAY 22, 2020
“The day will come when we will be safe to resume in-person worship and gatherings. We hope and pray
for that day to come. But we are not yet ready to open our churches. “
“In the meantime, I affirm what we already know in our hearts and have experienced in these days of
separation from one another. The church is the body of Christ! And ‘in the one Spirit we were all baptized
into one body, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit’ (I Corinthians 12:13). Sometimes, the different
parts of the body may not be able to connect in person. That is the case of the body of Christ today. But let
us remember that even if we are not presently able to be physically connected with one another, the
Spirit of God connects us spiritually with one another in the name of Jesus, our Rock and Redeemer.” 7

Assisting in Worship for
June at 9:30 a.m.
PLEASE VIEW OUR
WORSHIP SERVICES ONLINE
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE.

Prayers
Please pray for these churches:
Fort Yuma UMC
Gila Mountain UMC—Yuma
Haven UMC, Jerome

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
WWW.SEDONAUMC.ORG
TO ACCESS THE SERVICE.
If you are unable to view the
services on the internet, we do
have the ability to make a DVD
of the worship service you can
play at home. Please contact
the church office.
TITHES AND OFFERINGS CAN
ALSO BE MADE THROUGH
THE WEBSITE OR YOU CAN
MAIL YOUR DONATIONS TO
THE CHURCH.
Like us on Facebook!

It is with great pleasure that we announce a
weekend of celebration in acknowledgement of
our church’s Ruby anniversary the weekend of

October 16th, 2020. A special team of motivated volunteers is working hard to plan a most
special and memorable occasion so please mark
your calendars now so that you will be able to
participate in this joyful celebration. Details will
be forth coming.

2020 Fellowship Teams
JUNE — Missions
JULY — Choir
AUGUST — Welcome Team
SEPTEMBER — Christian
Education & Library Team
OCTOBER — Nominating
Committee
NOVEMBER — Trustees
DECEMBER— Lay Members
Website: www.sedonaumc.org
Check out: Sunday Sermons online; Online
Prayer Requests; A Photo Gallery
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Anna Schneck
Linda Allardice
Gerry Van Kooten
Norm LaDuke
Andy Timmer
Dale Compton
Debra Reger
Bill Reger
Jenny Mast
Donald Overbee

June 20

Tim & Cheryl Henriksen
Larry & Laurie Rathbun
Dick & Lora Snider
Jeff & Suzie Dunn
Norm & Janice LaDuke

June 21

NEED AN UPPER ROOM OR
A MASK?
We have a supply of the May-June
Upper Rooms available at the church.
There is a supply outside the front
door of the church available Tues—
Thurs 9am—4pm or if you call the
office we can mail you a copy. The
Upper Room has also offered the daily
meditations online through June 30th
at https://upperroom.org/devotionals.
We also still have some masks available
at the door sewn by
Kathy Roth & Joyce
Kohan.
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SUSPENDED

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN at 9:45a.m.
Offered Sunday mornings.

CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
UNTIL WE ANNA’s
Every
at 9:45 a.m.
AREThursday
B
A
C
K
IN THE BUI
This women’s group meets in the
LDINconference
room. They are
G

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in the
conference room.
All men are invited. This group now studying
the Book of Acts.

(MEETING VIA ZOOM!)

currently studying the book of
Lamentations

Jan Shuman 928-203-0586
rtshuman@hotmail.com
Christian Education Coordinator

BIBLE STUDY CONTINUES THROUGH JUNE 9TH
Our current study is meeting via ZOOM and will continue through
6/9/20. We are using Andy Stanley’s “Irresistible”. “Once upon a
time there was a version of our faith that was practically . . . irresistible.
But that was then. Today we preach, teach, write, and communicate as
if nothing has changed. As if ‘the Bible says it’ still settles it.
It's time to hit pause on much of what we're doing and consider the
faith modeled by our first-century brothers and sisters who had no
official Bible, no status, and humanly speaking, little chance of survival.
What made their message so explosive, so defensible, so irresistible?
What did they know that we don't?”

Watch for the link to join in the study Tuesdays at 10:30 a.m. or
go to the website, www.sedonaumc.org, to click on the link.

Caring Lay Ministry Team
Our Caring Lay Ministry team continues to assist Pastor Fred in contacting and praying for
our most vulnerable members. If you know someone who needs assistance or prayer,
please let us know by calling or emailing the church office. If we haven’t reached you,
please give one of us or the church a call, we’d love to hear from you!
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According to Sara Dechter, Comprehensive Planning Manager City of Flagstaff; Sedona, Flagstaff
and Williams all show that only 50% of residents have responded to the Census, which is 10-15%
lower than the 2010 self-response rate. For every resident of Coconino County that responds to
the Census, $1,900 in federal funds comes into the community in the form of funding for hospitals,
public health services, school programs and lunches, road repairs, emergency services. The Census
also helps our communities and local non-profits plan strategically and apply for grants.
Faith communities throughout the United States have partnered with the US Census Bureau to
shape their community’s future. We urge you to complete your paper Census questionnaire, call
the number above or go to 2020census.gov.


The 2020 Census is convenient easy and secure. You can complete your census by mail, by
phone, and online.



For more information go to 2020Census.gov.

Family Movie Night
Suspended until we
can meet again.

Suspended until we can
meet again!
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COMMITTEE CORNER
NEW UPDATES
Trustees: After 6 long years of work, we finally have procured a new easement on the
property thanks to the hard work of Bruce Bramblett. The easement originally ran right
through Fellowship Hall but this has now been relinquished! A work day was held
5/26/20 to install new rock on west side of sanctuary. (All while maintaining social
distancing!) And plans to repaint the Fellowship Hall entry, install the Mason Cross, and
beautify the Columbarium are in the works. The Trustees remain busy even with the
building closed!
The Missions Committee: Collection of SAGAP items are stalled due to the empty
shelves in the stores but once this recovers we hope to continue to supply items in need
with a container in our community and at the church. We will be having a Non-Profit
Monday at Clarks in June to benefit SAGAP—watch for the date. We are also collecting
diapers and children’s clothing in June (See page 5) Our next scheduled date to supply
dinner for the Sedona Community Dinner is on July 20th.
The Worship Committee: We continue to thank Mike Schroeder, Jeff Dunn and
Ken Knaus for their direction and expertise with our on-line worship.. Their continued support is priceless in reaching out to our congregation.

We want to thank all of you for reaching out to your neighbors and friends during
the time of social distancing. The “church” is so much more than the building and
you have shined! Thanks to Cheryl Henriksen who keeps our Website and
Facebook up to date with our services, bible studies and announcements.
Don’t forget to Like Us on Facebook! We have 225 followers now! Also rate
us on Google!

Not on Facebook? No worries, you can still get all of the latest information about
SUMC’s events, weekend opportunities, and Pastor Fred’s weekly articles by
subscribing to the website’s blog by email. Just go to www.sedonaumc.org, scroll to
the bottom of the page and enter your email address and click subscribe. It’s easy!
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COMMITTEE CORNER
NEW UPDATES
The SET team: With events cancelled we are still working behind the scenes to
plan activities once we get the go ahead. Thanks to Cheryl Henriksen and the team
for all their wonderful ideas and direction.

Christian Ed Committee: Reports from the Shrove Tuesday’s Heifer International
Fundraiser shows a net proceed of $1014.76. As soon as we can get Sunday School back in
the building the children will make their animal choices for donation. Jan continues to try
and engage the children by mailing activities for them to complete. Thank you Jan!

Sedona Area Gap Asist Program. MONETARY AND ITEM
DONATIONS BEING ACCEPTED. ITEMS DONATED TO SAGAP WILL
BE DISPERSED THROUGH THE SEDONA FOOD BANK. This program
is to help those currently on assistance with those items not covered by
state programs (hygiene products, cleaning products, diapers, over
counter medicines, paper products.). For inquiries or if you’d like to
be apart of this team, please use the new email: sagap.blessings@gmail.com or see DeNise
Bowers. WE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR BUSINESS TO PLACE OUR CONTAINERS AT. IF YOU
FIND YOU HAVE AN ABUNDANCE OF CLEANING/PAPER PRODUCTS AFTER THE COVID 19
CRISIS—CONSIDER DONATING THEM TO SAGAP AT THE CHURCH!

CARING LAY MINISTRY TEAM: The support group for Grief and Life’s Changes with
Accord Hospice was suspended until we can get the all clear to start back up. With Sedona
Haven on lockdown as well as Sedona Winds Assisted Living, we are unable to do our
Worship Service until they reopen. The Alzheimer’s Support Group is also on hold until
meetings can be held again. However, our CLM team continues to reach out by phone to
those in need!

HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO SERVE?
SUMC is always looking for help on one of their teams. Prayerfully consider serving on one of our
ministry teams: Stewardship Team, Trustees, Welcome Team, Christian Education, Congregational
Care / Wellness /Prayer Ministries, Missions and Outreach, Special Events/Fellowship, Worship
Team, Communications, Helping Hands, Reaching New People, Finance, Endowment, Columbarium,
and Library Team. YOU MAY BE JUST WHAT WE’VE BEEN PRAYING FOR!

Please contact Pastor Fred if you are interested in serving
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Dear SUMC Family and Friends,
I want to express my heartfelt love and appreciation to all of you
and the wonderful birthday wishes. So many cards, calls, and can
you believe it—a parade down Creek Rock Road! I was brought to
tears and still well up with tears as I look at the pictures and
video of all of you driving by the parsonage and honking, shouting
out birthday wishes and the Bells playing Happy Birthday (the giant “Fred Head on a Stick” was
over the top:>). Thank you to all of you that planned and worked so hard to make it happen and
for taking the time to participate—this special memory will stay with me forever!
I cannot express my deep appreciation for the love and caring you continue to show to this
pastor and our family. We are so blessed to be a part of this faith family and community, and
we love you all so very much. We are truly blessed by God in abundant and overflowing ways.
Thank you, thank you, thank you all.
Blessings,
Pastor Fred
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Thank you to our trustees who work so hard
around the church. Their dedication to the
church is unsurpassed!

Thank you to Pastor Fred who has had to
substitute for our altar arts group in
changing out the altar décor for our
on-line services. Here is his work for
Memorial Day and Pentecost in the
Sanctuary.
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You asked for it! — Electronic Giving
By popular demand SUMC now offers you the ability to make your
tithe and offering donations using your debit or credit card on our
website—www.sedonaumc.org

Sedona United Methodist Church
Mission Statement
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all people,
Worshiping God joyfully, Caring for each person, Discovering Christ’s
transforming love, and Serving God’s world.

Vision Statement
To share the happiness that is Christianity for all people.
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