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December 2018
Christmas Greetings to our Sedona UMC Family & Friends,
It was a day like any other in the life of the small village called Bethlehem. People on the streets, street
vendors positioning themselves on the best corners to ensure high traffic, store owners who were
fortunate enough to have a permanent structure beginning to open their shops. Kids playing in the
streets, moms heading to the market to barter for food to feed the visitors who had arrived, barking
dogs running all about and donkeys pulling carts down the main street.
The owner of the inn busily at work taking care of a full house, knowing that during the next big rush he
needed to procure more sleeping mats, more blankets. Augustus had done a tremendous service to the
economy of Bethlehem and the local entrepreneurs by calling for a census to be taken and ensuring the
little town would be bustling with activity and excitement much as if the Super Bowl had come to town.
Do you ever wonder what the conversation might have been around the inn keeper’s breakfast table
that morning? Was there talk of the young couple who had arrived the night before, the couple that was
directed to the only shelter that had some vacancy - a dingy, smelly, cold stable full of animals not used
to visitors invading their space. Did anyone wonder about the well-being of the tiny pregnant woman
who came riding on a donkey? Or was it just business as usual—work to complete, food to prepare,
money to be made.
God was entering the world as a tiny baby, born in a manger, where the ground was hard, rodents scurried about, and pungent smells abounded. A lowly place on the outskirts of a tiny little town on a night
barren of pomp and circumstances. A travel-weary father; a tiny teenaged mother; and an infant that
looked like anything but a king. Majesty in the midst of the mundane. Holiness in the filth and cold.
Divinity coming from the womb of innocence in the lonely presence of a carpenter.
The mother touches the face of her precious little baby boy, reflects on the journey that has brought
them together here on this night. And she wonders what the future holds for her little boy. The sleep
deprived father recalling the name the angel had instructed for his son…Jesus - “He will be called Jesus”.
(Message continued on page 2)
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As morning wears on, the hustle and bustle of this little
city continues. The merchants and their customers are unaware that God had come to earth in the night. The inn
keeper would never believe it if told that he had sent the
Son of God off to be born in the company of a bunch of
farm animals. And the people would scoff at the thought
that the tiny baby in the arms of a teenager was to be the
promised Messiah who would bring salvation to the world.
It wasn’t because of intentional desire or malice or purposeful disregard that they missed the birth of Jesus. It
was simply that they weren’t looking; they were too preoccupied with their hurried lives and everything happening
around them to witness and celebrate this blessed event.
My prayers for all of us this Advent and Christmas season,
is that we will take the time to pause from the hustle and
bustle and truly once again experience the coming of the
King of Kings, Lord of Lords. That we take the time to truly
experience “The Journey” of Christmas. It will make our
holidays so much more meaningful, and our destinations
blessed.
From our family to yours, we wish you a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year full of blessings to you
and yours!
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Pianist
Jenny Mast
Administrative Assistant/Bookkeeper

Grace & Peace,
Pastor Fred

Dr. Rick Brothers; Pat DiMillo
Wellness Ministry
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Janie McDaniel
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Christmas Eve Service
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Monday, December 24th at 6 p.m.
An Evening of Candlelight, Carols, Scripture
and Communion.
This year our service will feature the
Cottonwood Community Band
Brass Quintet.
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NEWS FROM MISSIONS

Christmas Missions:
Toys for Tots: Unwrapped toys for boys and girls ages tot to teen will be
collected. A collection box is in the Narthex that will be collected
December 13th.
Senior gifts: We are partnering with Verde Valley Caregivers to help
our senior adults in the community with a Merry Christmas. If you
picked a name off the tree, please return the gift by December 13.
Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

Sedona Community Supper:
We will be looking for volunteers to help prepare (3:00-5:00), serve (4:00-6:00), and clean up
after (6:00-7:00) on Monday, December 17th at St. Andrews Church in West Sedona. Please
see Kathy Roth if you are available to help.
This weekly dinner and fellowship is a wonderful opportunity to meet members of our Sedona
Community whom you might not otherwise get to know. Dinner is free to all who attend.
St. Andrews Episcopal Church is located at 100 Arroyo Pinon Drive.

Thank you in advance for your participation in serving your community!

YOUR MISSIONS TEAM WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU
FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION AND SUPPORT OF SUMC’S MISSIONS AND
OUTREACH IN 2018!
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Wednesday, December 5 at 6:00 pm
Ladies, join us for a fabulous meal, entertainment, and an opportunity to sit back and
relax from the hectic holiday pace for one evening as the Men of SUMC serve their
favorite ladies. Pastor Fred will be cooking some of his favorite family recipes with an
optional ornament exchange.
Tickets are available after worship, in the church office and will be available at
the door for $10. This includes dinner, dessert, beverages, and great fellowship. What
a great way to start off the celebration of our Lord’s birth.

Ladies, don’t miss this fabulous night!

And Soup Luncheon featuring the
“12 Soups of Christmas”
SUMC will host a Christmas Open House during fellowship on December 16th featuring a
soup luncheon. If you would like to bring one of the “12 Soups of Christmas” please sign up in
the narthex. Then bring a friend or neighbor to church that day.
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One of our missions’ partners is FaithWorks.
Glen and Jan Allen have been at the helm for
19 years and are retiring at the end of the
year. Thankfully, Tony and Amy Casali will be
transitioning into this position. We pray for
both of these families as they move into their
new roles.

If you would like to participate in any of
Fairthwork’s missions, please see the 2019
schedule included or visit their website at
www.faithworks4us.org.

Once again, ETC will have their
Christmas Play and SUMC
congregants get a special price of
only $15 if purchased at the
church. Please see the front
office for tickets!
Dec. 6, 7 & 14th at 7 p.m.
Dec 15 & 16th at 2 p.m.
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Assisting in Worship for
December at 9:30 a.m.
December 2
Liturgist: Denny Decker
Ushers: Terry Sidwell, Don Reilly, Mike Givler
Communion Servers:
Balcony: Rick & Jane Brothers
Tray (gluten free): Barbara Hoffman
Organ side: Bill & Debbie Reger
Pulpit Side: Gene & Barb Chandler

December 9
Liturgist: Kat Bramblett
Ushers: Terry Sidwell, Larry Herman,
Charles Black, Denny Decker

December 16
Liturgist: Gene Chandler
Ushers: Jim Keller, Willi Waak, Rick Brothers ,
Jack Ross

December 23
Liturgist: Susan Carder
Ushers: Terry Sidwell, Don Reilly, Mike Givler

December 30
Liturgist: Liz Lukeman
Ushers: Terry Sidwell, Larry Herman,
Charles Black, Denny Decker

Like us on Facebook!

Prayers
Please pray for these churches:
Sunrise UMC, Phoenix
Willowbrook UMC, Sun City
Youngtown UMC

2018 Fellowship Teams
DECEMBER— Lay Members

2019 Fellowship Teams
JANUARY —Usher Team
FEBRUARY — Finance
MARCH — Worship
APRIL — Congregational Care &
Wellness Team
MAY — SPRC
JUNE — Missions
JULY — Choir
AUGUST — Welcome Team
SEPTEMBER — Christian
Education & Library Team
OCTOBER — Nominating
Committee
NOVEMBER — Trustees
DECEMBER— Lay Members
Website: www.sedonaumc.org
Check out: Sunday Sermons online; Online
Prayer Requests; A Photo Gallery
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December Celebrations

5
11
11
19
23
24
25
28

Marie Reilly
Joyce Killebrew –Barnett
Bill Hancock
Lee Conrad
Aeden Carder
Odie Overbee
Candy Fanning
Christie Ferkin

27 Rick & Jane Brothers
31 Roxanne & Donald Overbee

EXERCISE YOUR BODY AND SPIRIT!
We continue our prayer walking on the 1st and 3rd Fridays
of the Month at a new time of 8:30 a.m. with Pastor Fred.
December’s Dates are 12/7 & 12/21.

Our heartfelt thanks to our wonderful church family for all of the sympathy cards,
phone calls, offers of help and many warm hugs as we mourn the loss of our
sweet sister, Ada Pemberton. Our Merciful Father called her home as she slept
peacefully on October 29th. Although she left a big hole in our hearts, we are
comforted in knowing that she no longer struggles with memory loss and has been
granted her wish to be reunited with her beloved "Maxie". We are blessed to have
her loving spirit with us each day as we care for her cute little puppy, ten-ten, a gift from Max on her
eightieth birthday, October 10, 2010. Our love goes out to all of you in our church family, we know
you love us back. Freda Wrons and Charlie Black
Thanks to everyone who made our dad’s service so wonderful. All of us felt like he
would have been very pleased. Thanks also to the ladies who provided lunch. It has
been a pleasure getting to know you all and I will keep you posted on mom’s progress.
Best, Brenna Paulin (Herb Hanks Daughter)

On November 18th we said Goodbye to Al and Anna Schneck who moved back home to
South Dakota to be closer to family. Our prayers and gratitude go with them for all they
did for our church. We will miss them greatly!
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COMMITTEE CORNER
Trustees: The installation of the front door security has been completed, new lighting was installed on the patio and walkway, talks are beginning with Wired Up about installation of the projectors in the sanctuary, and the trustees have begun to install new
carpet squares in the front office. It is hard work and we really appreciate all the time
they have spent.

The Missions Committee: The Christmas Missions are in full swing with the Toys
for Tots and with Verde Valley Caregivers . Please bring your donations by Dec 13th.
Our next opportunity for the Sedona Community Dinner will be Monday, Dec 17th.

Would you like to help our Worship Service by being a Liturgist,
Communion Server or Usher? Please see Dawn Bush if you can help. Our
Worship Team has been busy transforming the sanctuary to Fall and then to Advent.
Thank you to all that help with this task. It takes a lot a people to make the
sanctuary look great. Thank you to Dawn Bush and her team for their direction. We will also be
including a brass quintet from the Cottonwood Community Band on Christmas Eve. Thank you to
Laurie Rathbun for setting that up. It will definitely be a special treat!
Join us for Hospice’s “Lights of Remembrance” at SUMC on Dec 2 at 6:00
p.m. where the trees on the patio will be lit in honor of our loved ones.
Due to a lack of registrations, we unfortunately
had to cancel the Gingerbread Contest . Maybe
we can try again next year!
We need your help! Please take the time to rate Sedona UMC on
Google. Just go into www.google.com and search for Sedona United Methodist Church. The Sedona UMC business profile information will appear,
click on the reviews, it will take you to a page where you can add your own
5 star rating. Thanks to everyone who likes the Sedona UMC Facebook
page. We recently hit 200 “Likes”!
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COMMITTEE CORNER
The SET team is hosting the 2nd Chance Boutique during fellowship time on
December 2nd with your chance to grab a baked good or gift for the holidays and
also the Christmas Open House and 12 Soups of Christmas Luncheon on December 16th.

Christian Ed Committee - The Advent Study started on November 27th and will
go through December 18th in two locations. The Sunday School children will also participate in the Christmas Nativity Pageant on December 23rd. Don’t miss it!

S.A.G.A.P.—Sedona Area Gap Asist Program.

MONETARY AND ITEM DONATIONS
ARE NOW BEING ACCEPTED. LOOK FOR THE DONATION BIN IN THE NARTHEX WITH A LIST
OF ITEMS NEEDED. Monetary donations can be made in the offering plates, online, or in the
office. This program is being set up to help the Sedona residents currently on assistance with
those items not covered by state programs. (Hygiene products, cleaning products, diapers, over
counter medicines, paper products.). Please contact DeNise if interested in helping with this
important ministry.

CARING LAY MINISTRY TEAM: This team and others will present it’s Christmas
Pageant on December 2nd at Kachina Point (1:45 p.m.) and Sedona Winds Assisted.
(2:45 p.m.) They will also be performing for us in worship on December 23rd. They
are also kept busy taking care of our congregant’s needs. Let them know how much you
appreciate them. Accord Hospice is partnering with our group by providing a “Sudden
Loss” Support Group every other Monday. This group is open to the community—
watch the calendar for dates.

HAVE YOU BEEN LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO SERVE?
SUMC is always looking for help on one of their teams. Prayerfully consider serving on one of our
ministry teams: Stewardship Team, Trustees, Welcome Team, Christian Education, Congregational
Care / Wellness /Prayer Ministries, Missions and Outreach, Special Events/Fellowship, Worship
Team, Communications, Helping Hands, Reaching New People, and Library Team.

Please contact Pastor Fred if you are interested in serving
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SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN at 9:45a.m.
Offered Sunday mornings.

ANNA’s CIRCLE BIBLE STUDY
Every Thursday at 9:45 a.m.
This women’s group meets in the
conference room. They are
currently studying Proverbs .

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY
Every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in the
conference room.
All men are invited. This group now studying
the Book of Luke.
Jan Shuman 928-203-0586
rtshuman@hotmail.com
Christian Education Coordinator

ADVENT STUDY NOV 27—DEC 18

The Journey—Walking the Road to Bethlehem
(Adam Hamilton)
A Simple Girl—An Ordinary Man—An Unforgettable Destination
Journey with us as we travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem in a fascinating look at the birth of
Jesus Christ. Using historical information, archaeological findings, and personal testimonies we
will look at the most amazing moments in the history of God’s creation. We will follow the
footsteps of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and others, gaining into our own journeys with
Christ. This will be a four-week Advent study beginning November 27th—Dec 18th. It is held
Tuesday mornings at 10:30 am at the church (110 Indian Cliffs Rd.), and Tuesday afternoons
at 2 PM at the Gathering Place (1835 W. State Rte. 89A) in West Sedona. The entire community is welcome and invited—Please Call the church office for more details (928)282-1780.
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Family Movie Night AND

Christmas Party
Join us Friday, December 14th
at 6 p.m.
Come bring your favorite appetizer to share and enjoy
a Christmas Movie.
The fun starts at 6:00 p.m. with lots of great food and
great fellowship!
The movie starts at 6:30 p.m.
Bring a friend!

Kenn Trout will be performing as a part of a
special evening of Christmas music on
Friday, December 14, at The Hub in
Sedona's Posse Grounds Park. Along with
Kenn will be Larry and Leslie Latour, Michael
Kollwitz, and Devon Angelet. Larry and Leslie
are a husband-wife duet with wonderful songwriting and performing skills. Michael Kollwitz
is one of just a handful of individuals worldwide who has mastered an incredible 12stringed instrument called The Stick. Devon
Angelet is a young singer/songwriter with a
beautiful and unique vocal style. Kenn is,
well, you know who Kenn is. This show
promises to be an evening of lovely seasonal
music with a good chance of some Christmas
Caroling breaking out in the hall. A $10
donation at the door is appreciated.

Saturday, Dec 1st
8:15 a.m.
Featuring
Adrian the Canadian

Speaking on restricted religious
rights in Canada
At THE GOLDEN GOOSE!
Super 8 Sedona, 2545 AZ-89A,
Sedona, AZ 86336

Please bring a can of food for the
Food Bank
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ESOL NEWS!
ESOL wants to thank the Congregation for the calendars, bookmarks and daily
planners. They keep us on track!
The ESOL Christmas Family Potluck, Gift Exchange and Performance will be
Tuesday December 18, 5:30-8:00 . Church members are welcome to join the food
and fun!
We also want to thank everyone for their support of our graduates as we celebrated
on November 11th! It was a great day.

LADIES,
THE HEART TO HEART WOMEN’S EVENT IS
COMING ON FEBRUARY 9TH. HOWEVER, THE
DISCOUNTED TICKETS WILL END DECEMBER 31.

PLEASE REGISTER NOW FOR YOUR TICKETS AT A
REDUCED PRICE OF $35. AFTER DECEMBER 31
THE COST WILL BE $40.

YOU CAN GO ONLINE TO REGISTER AT
H2HSEDONA.ORG OR SEE JENNY IN THE OFFICE.
Your Ticket includes:
Event access, Lunch, Tote Bag with Workbook,
Chance to win Door Prizes, and the Keynote
Speaker’s Book.
SEE THE FLIER IN THE NARTHEX FOR
MORE INFORMATION.
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HOLIDAY BOUTIQUE 2018
The Holiday Boutique was held on November 3rd. We would like to thank Suzie Dunn for her hard
work organizing this event as well as everyone on the SET team, our crafters, pie makers and those
who volunteered to help this be a very successful year. The sale grossed almost $2100 with about
275+ as the estimated attendance. The vendors’ donations were considerably higher this year and
the church table was very successful with the coasters, bookmarks, cookie mixes, soup mixes and the
very popular Take N Bake Apple pies. “The Story of our Cross” Magnets and Pendants sold $200.
And let’s not forget about the breakfast and lunch specials offered by our own Pastor Fred and his
crew, plus our chief grillers Jeff Dunn and Bruce Bramblett .

Thank you to: Gigi Rock, Suzie Dunn, Barbara Johnson, and Esther Henselmans
for helping to make the best apple pies in Sedona. May God bless you and keep you always.
Peace, Camilla Ross

DON’T MISS THE 2ND CHANCE BOUTIQUE
DECEMBER 2ND
During Fellowship on December 2nd we will have more Take and Bake Apple Pies, more baked
goods, crafts, books and our famous bean soup mix. Don’t miss it!
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Thanks to the SET team and Trustees for hosting our
Pre-Thanksgiving Feast again this year. And thank you
to all of you who brought the side dishes. We had just
the right amount of food!
We are thankful and grateful for all of you!

Thanksgiving Interfaith Service
On Nov. 20th SUMC hosted the Interfaith Service . It was a wonderful evening where many of
our faith communities joined in an evening of “Compassion”. Our choir and bells were combined
with the other churches . Thank you to the worship team for the beautiful decorations, Suzie
Dunn for organizing the fellowship afterwards, and the ESOL group for cutting and serving all
that pie and cider!

I'd like to thank all the handbell ringers for ringing at the Interfaith
Prayer Service. It was a joy having the ringers from Christ Lutheran
Church join us. A special thanks go to Bruce Bramblett for building the
raised platform that I stood on so that all the ringers could see the director.
Thanks again to all, Bob Martin
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WELLNESS NOTES
December 2018
FaithWorks Medical Mission to Aqua Prieta, Mexico, Nov. 1 - 4, 2018
Again, our FaithWorks Medical Mission was successful! This was our 51st trip to the Fuente de Vida Clinic
(Fountain of Life), led and directed by Pastor Glen Allen and his wife Jan. They founded the FaithWorks,
Christians In Mission organization, 18 years ago and have served those in need around the world and
locally,.... totalling >200 missions to date! Throughout 2018, Tony and Amy Casali have been mentored by
Pastor Glen and Jan in the intricacies of efficiently operating FaithWorks, and plans are for Tony and Amy
to take over as Executive Directors of FaithWorks on January 1, 2019. Pastor Glen and Jan look forward to
a well-deserved retirement, knowing that FaithWorks is in good hands, to continue to serve those in need,
whenever and wherever called to do so!
The November mission consisted of 14 volunteers from Northern Arizona Churches. 2 physicians (Dr.
Lyman "Rick" Brothers III and Dr. Bill Austin), 1 Nurse Practioner (NP Camellia Gambala), 1 Pharmacist (Dr.
Gigi Sorenson), 3 RNs (Linda Van Deren RN, Faye Willis RN and Julia Huls RN), 7 clinical support personnel
(Natalie Gambala, Kaitlyn Huls, Rexanne Meredith, Glen and Jan Allen and Tony and Amy Casali), plus a
local Dentist (Dr. Ada Orosco).
A total of 180 patients were seen during the 2 day clinic, with ages ranging from infancy to adulthood. Our
mission has always been to provide Christ-Like Medical Care to the very poor and less fortunate members
of Aqua Prieta and the surrounding Sonora, Mexico back country. This mission was accomplished by
enlisting volunteers in the medical and nursing professions, plus support personnel. Each member of the
team paid $295.00 for their travel, meals and motel expenses.
The success of this mission was directly related to the donations given by the SUMC congregation,
members of churches in Camp Verde, Flagstaff, Casa Grande, Mund's Park and others. Donations included
Medicines, Medical Equipment, Clothing, Toys for the children, Blankets as well as Financial Donations. A
Special "Thank You" to all members of SUMC who supported this mission, as well as those past missions.
The success of this mission was manifest by the expressions of gratitude seen on the faces of the patients
and families diagnosed and treated!!!!! Caring for those in need across the border builds bridges of good
will and civility for all !!!!!!!!!!!!!
God Bless and "To Your Good Health"!
Lyman R. Brothers, III........"Dr. Rick"
SUMC Health Corner
The SUMC “Health Corner” features informative articles by Lyman R. Brothers, III MD and Pat DiMillo on health and nutrition. These articles are written by health professionals from the congregation as a service to their
church family. If you have any ideas about future articles, please let Jenny
Mast in the office know and she will pass on the requests to us.

Disclaimer
This article is for information
only and is not intended to
replace evaluation, diagnosis,
and treatment by your health
care professional.
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You asked for it! — Electronic Giving
By popular demand SUMC now offers you the ability to make your
tithe and offering donations using your debit or credit card on our
website—www.sedonaumc.org

Sedona United Methodist Church
Mission Statement
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ by Welcoming all people,
Worshiping God joyfully, Caring for each person, Discovering Christ’s
transforming love, and Serving God’s world.

Vision Statement
To share the happiness that is Christianity for all people.

16

